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THE sacrifice of Christ as an atonement for 
sin is the great truth around which all other 
truths cluster. In order to be rightly understood 
and appreciated, every truth in the word of God, 
from Genesis to Revelation, must be studied in 
the light that streams from the cross of Calvary. 
I present before you the great, grand monument 
of mercy and regeneration, salvation and redemp- 
tion,— the Son of God uplifted on the cross.— 
Mrs. E. G. White, “ Gospel Workers,” p. 315. 


THE science of redemption is the science of 
all sciences; the science that is the study of the 
angels and of all the intelligences of the unfallen 
worlds; the science that engages the attention of 
our Lord and Saviour; the science that enters 
into the purpose brooded in the mind of the 
Infinite—‘‘ kept in silence through times eter- 
nal;’’ the science that will be the study of God’s 
redeemed throughout endless ages. This is the 
highest study in which it is possible for man to 
engage. As no other study can, it will quicken 
the mind and uplift the soul.— Mrs. E. G. 
White, ‘ Education,” p. 126. 
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Introduction 


Many years ago I was passing through a 
large city, and having a little leisure time, I 
determined to visit a museum of art where 
a collection of famous paintings was on exhi- 
bition. Friends had described with enthusiasm 
the wonderful masterpieces of art, and I an- 
ticipated a few hours of rare enjoyment. But 
I had come too recently from the majestic 
grandeur of the mountains, and the natural 
beauties of bird and blossom, of forest and 
stream, to be greatly fascinated by mere paint- 
ings of the landscape and nature, however 
beautiful. 

I wandered about through the splendid gal- 
leries somewhat disappointed, until at length I 
found myself alone in a small room which con- 
tained, so far as I remember, but one painting. 
By this one my attention was instantly seized 
and irresistibly held. As I stood gazing upon 
the scene portrayed, it seemed to grow more 
and more real, till my heart almost stopped 
beating. It was a representation of the dis- 
ciples removing the body of Jesus from the 
cross. The power of its realism fascinated me. 
It seemed as if I could almost hear the labored 
breathing of the men as they endeavored gently 
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and tenderly to bear away that sacred form. 
It had fallen back limply into their arms. On 
that holy brow were traced in blood the jagged 
wounds made by the crown of thorns, and drops 
of blood had trickled down and dried upon His 
face. His nose and lips bore the pinched ex- 
pression and the ashy hue of death. The hands 
and feet were lacerated, and a gaping wound 
showed where the spear had pierced His side, 
and the crimson stream from His broken heart 
had fallen to the ground and left a pool of 
blood at the foot of the cross. 

All the teaching of twenty years concerning 
the sacrifice of Christ for sinners seemed to 
become concrete in a moment, and from my 
heart a hot, passionate ery arose, O my God, 
is it possible, can it be, that such a sacrifice was 
actually made to save a poor sinner like me? 

Had this vivid consciousness of the reality 
of the cross as the price of my redemption been 
retained through all the succeeding years, how 
profoundly it must have affected my life. If it 
could to-day be made intensely real to all the 
disciples of Christ, how quickly it would trans- 
form a lukewarm, selfish, pleasure-loving church 
into that victorious body described by inspira- 
tion, “fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and 
terrible as an army with banners.” 

It is said that under the ministry of the early 
disciples five million souls were gathered into 
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the church in one short generation. What 
mysterious secret did those men possess which 
swept away all barriers of religious prejudice 
on one hand, and pagan darkness and supersti- 
tion on the other? Unquestionably it was the 
vivid sense of the reality of the cross. The 
disciples were clothed with the power of the 
omnipotent Spirit at Pentecost, because He is 
ever ready to possess those who are utterly 
yielded and committed to the work of exalting 
Christ crucified. When those men preached 
the gospel, their hearers beheld the scenes of 
the denial, rejection, condemnation, and cruci- 
fixion as vividly as if the events were transpir- 
ing in their very presence. Sinners quailed 
under the conviction of their awful crime, and 
cried for mercy and pardon. For this reason 
the apostle Paul was amazed that the people 
“of Galatia, though but recently emerged from 
the darkness of heathen idolatry, should have 
been led astray by persecution or subtle temp- 
tation. 

“ O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, 
that ye should not obey the truth, before whose 
eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, 
crucified ?” 

The graphic word pictures of Paul, making 
real to his hearers the thrilling scenes of Christ’s 
atoning sacrifice, suggest the secret of the mighty 
power which attended his ministry. 
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To-day many who call themselves Christians 
are repudiating those truths which are based 
upon the substitutionary work of Christ. To 
others is coming a new and more vivid revela- 
tion of the reality of the cross as the only hope 
of a lost world. This revelation is the result of 
a more thoughtful, prayerful study of the Scrip- 
tures, and more earnest contemplation of the 
scenes of Gethsemane and Calvary. 

In this solemn hour the remnant people of 
God are represented in the Scriptures as the 
Laodicean church, as fallen into a state of 
spiritual lukewarmness and stupor, yet con- 
tented with the condition, reckoning themselves 
rich and increased with goods, and needing 
nothing. 

O for a new revelation of the cross, a vision 
which will bring a deeper consciousness of the 
dreadful, malignant nature of sin, and of the 
infinite mercy and compassion of God! What 
a mighty change would appear should all be- 
lievers heed the earnest appeal, 

“When thou toilest, when thou sleepest, 
When thou smilest, when thou weepest, 
Or in mirth, or woe, hast part; 
When thou comest, when thou goest, 
Grief or consolation showest, 
Hold the cross within thy heart.” 


Surely this would bring a deeper sense of 
human responsibility, and would result in a 
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spiritual revival and reformation and evangel- 
ization in the church. God help us as individ- 
uals not to hesitate for some human leadership, 
nor tarry for some more powerful divine con- 
straint, but without delay to prostrate ourselves 
before the cross, and seek a living union with 
the Crucified One. Then we may really “ know 
Him, and the power of His resurrection, and 
the fellowship of His sufferings, being made 
conformable unto His death.” 


Tenderly 


TaKE from the cross the dear form of the Master; 
Gently remove ye the nails from His hands; 
Carefully cover the poor, mangled body, 
Loosen the cruel cords, sever the bands. 


Take the rough crown from His pale, bleeding temple, 
Wash the dark stains from His dear, sacred head; 
Tearfully weep o’er the blessed Redeemer, 
Tenderly bathe ye the wounds of the dead. 


Fold ye the hands that so often in kindness 
Healed, as by magic, the woes of mankind, 
Ministered oft to the poor and the needy, 
Strengthened the sick, and gave sight to tne blind. 


Tenderly bear Him, the crucified Saviour; 
Lift from thy spirit its terrible gloom; 

Leave Him to rest; for the heavenly watcher 
Waits but to call Him to life from the tomb. 


— Mrs. L. D. A. Stuttle. 


He Died for Me 


I SAW One hanging on a tree, 
In agony and blood; 

He fixed His languid eyes on me, 
As near His cross I stood. 


And never till my latest breath 
Can I forget that look! 

It seemed to charge me with His death, 
Though not a word He spoke. 


My conscience felt and owned the guilt, 
And plunged me in despair; 

I saw my sins His blood had spilt, 
And helped to nail Him there. 


Alas! I knew not what I did, 
But now my tears are vain, 

Where shall my trembling soul be hid, 
For I the Lord have slain? 


A second look He gave, which said, 
“TI freely all forgive: 

This blood is for thy ransom paid, 
I die that thou may’st live.” 


Oh, can it be, upon a tree 
The Saviour died for me? 

My soul is thrilled, my heart is filled, 
To think He died for me. 


— John Newton. 
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My Own Cross 


“ Aut the grace which Jesus the saving one 
gives, is given only in the path of fellowship 
with Jesus the crucified one. Christ came and 
took my place; I must put myself in His place, 
and abide there. And there is but one place 
which is both His and mine,— that place is the 
cross. His in virtue of His free choice; mine 
by reason of the curse of sin. He came there 
to seek me; there alone I can find Him. When 
He found me there, it was the place of cursing; 
this He experienced, for ‘cursed is every one 
that hangeth on a tree.’ He made it a place of 
blessing; this I experience, for Christ hath de- 
livered us from the curse, ‘being made a curse 
for us.’ 

“When Christ comes in my place, He remains 
what He was, the beloved of the Father; but in 
the fellowship with me He shares my curse and 
dies my death. When I stand in His place, 
which is still always mine, I am still what I was 
by nature, the accursed one, who deserves to 
die; but as united to Him, I share His blessing, 
and receive His life. When He came to be one 
with me, He could not avoid the cross, for the 
curse always points to the cross as its end and 
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fruit. And when I seek to be one with Him, 
I cannot avoid the cross either, for nowhere 
but on the cross are life and deliverance to be 
found. As inevitably as my curse pointed Him 
to the cross as the only place where He could 
be fully united to me, His blessing points me 
to the cross too, as the only place where I can 
be united to Him. He took my cross for His 
own; I must take His cross as my own; I must 
be crucified with Him. It is as I abide daily, 
deeply in Jesus the crucified one, that I shall 
taste the sweetness of His love, the power of 
His life, the completeness of His salvation.”— 
Andrew Murray, “ Abide in Christ.” 


It may be a surprising fact to many that 
Jesus never once spoke of the cross as His, but 
always as ours. The cross is mentioned in the 
New Testament twenty-seven times. Of this 
number, five are attributed to Jesus. Apart 
from the words of Jesus, Matthew records the 
expression three times, Mark three times, Luke 
once, John four times, and Paul eleven times. 

We do not mean to imply that it would not 
be proper to speak of it as Christ’s cross, for 
Paul uses the expression “ His cross ” once, “ the 
cross of Christ” three times, and “the cross ” 
seven times. We know that the words of Scrip- 
ture are chosen with a divine purpose, and we 
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may therefore infer that there is some important 
lesson to be learned from the very words Jesus 
used when He spoke of the cross. Here are the 
five passages recorded; let us consider them 
prayerfully, seeking to know their meaning 
to us: 

“He that doth not take his cross and follow 
after Me, is not worthy of Me.” Matt. 10:38, 
Asch. @ Vic 

“Then said Jesus unto His disciples, If any 
man would come after Me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow Me.” Matt. 
16: 24. 

“ He called unto Him the multitude with His 
disciples, and said unto them, If any man would 
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take 
up hits cross, and follow Me.” Mark 8: 34. 


“He said unto all, If any man would come 
“after Me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross daily, and follow Me.” Luke 9: 23. 

“Whosoever doth not bear his own cross, and 
come after Me, cannot be My disciple.” Luke 
14: 27. 

In every instance Jesus is talking about the 
great crisis in a man’s life, when he is deciding 
the solemn question of his eternal destiny. 
There the man’s own cross stands at the parting 
of the ways. Every rational human being faces 
the question, Shall I live for self or for God? 
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You may say, The Christian life seems narrow, 
the way strait. Surely this is true, and it is 
your cross standing at the gateway which makes 
the road narrow and exclusive. There is a 
world of meaning in that brief sentence, “ Let 
him deny himself, take up his cross, and fol- 
low Me.” 


“ Jesus, I my cross have taken, 
All to leave and follow Thee; 
All things else I have forsaken, 
Thou henceforth my all shalt be: 


Perish every fond ambition, 

All I’ve sought, or hoped, or known; 
Yet how rich is my condition, 

God and heaven are still my own.” 


How often we have sung, “ Jesus, I my cross 
have taken,” with very little realization of the 
significance of the words! Or we have regarded 
the endurance of little daily trials and annoy- 
ances and self-denials, as taking up our cross 
and following Him. 

God gave to mankind His great moral law, 
a law of love, which is holy and just and perfect. 
We have all transgressed that law, and as sin- 
ners are under the condemnation of death. We 
deserve to die. Should we perish on the cross, 
we would but receive what we justly merit. 
Therefore the cross belongs to mankind. It is 
your cross and mine. 
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Adam stood as the head and representative 
of the human race. He disobeyed God, and 
brought the condemnation of death upon him- 
self and the whole human family. There was 
no possible escape through any means that man 
could devise. 

But God had already provided a plan to 
meet the great emergency. Christ was to come 
to this world to redeem the lost race. To do 
this it was necessary for Him to become one 
of us, to be born into the family. Then, stand- 
ing in the place of Adam as the representative 
of humanity, He proposed to pay the penalty 
of the broken law, and win back what Adam 
lost: 

Jesus took a human body, and a personality, 
the same as ours. He was subject to the same 
trials and sorrows, the same weariness, diffi- 
culties, hardships, and temptations. Yet He 
never in the slightest particular transgressed 
one precept of the divine law. His life was 
one of perfect obedience, unmarred by the least 
deviation from the path of holiness. Thus by 
His own character wrought out in frail human- 
ity He merited eternal life and blessedness, even 
though He had been but a man. But He was 
vastly more than a man, He was “the Son of 
man.” The significance of this title, which He 
seemed to prefer to all others, makes Him more 
than the son of a@ man. He was the typical, 
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all-inclusive representative of all mankind. As 
such, the righteousness which He wrought out 
in His own life was sufficient for the whole race 
which He represented. 

But before a sinner could appropriate this 
righteousness, satisfaction must be made to the 
divine law for his sins. Eternal justice de- 
manded the death of the sinner. Christ had 
provided righteousness for every sinner, but 
what would it avail, since the sinner’s life was 
forfeited? This is why Jesus died on my cross. 
In order to save me from the death which would 
inevitably have been eternal, He took my sins, 
and then my cross belonged to Him. Not as a 
man, but as the Son of man, the representative 
of the race, the voluntary substitute for every 
human being, standing in the place of each 
individual,— standing in my place,— He went 
to my cross and bore my sins in His own body 
on the tree. 

The divine law set up a cross, and demanded 
that I, the sinner, be placed upon it to suffer 
my just deserts. But my compassionate Saviour 
said, “If you go to your cross, you will perish 
eternally. I will go in your place. I will shed 
My blood and lay down My life to atone for 
your sins.” 

The sufferings and death of Christ on the 
cross were in no sense related to His life. He 
had lived the life of a saint. Now He died the 
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death of a sinner. It is evident, therefore, that 
whatever merit He acquired by His voluntary 
sacrifice on the cross, is His to impute to those 
who need it. And we need it. He was not 
enduring the sorrow and anguish because of 
any fault of His own. His were vicarious suf- 
ferings, through which He obtained a merit 
which He did not need for Himself. He took 
all my sins, and paid the penalty, fully satisfy- 
ing the demands of the broken law against me. 
Thus He, standing as my substitute and recog- 
nized by the law as the representative sinner, 
gained a standing of justification before the law. 
This He now freely offers to me. The moment 
I accept Him as my sin bearer and Lord, He 
imparts this justification to me. The law then 
has nothing against me. I am free from its 
condemnation. The sentence of death is re- 
moved, and I am given a standing before God 
and His law just as if I had never sinned. 

I realize that all this is mine only because 
Christ was willing to make the infinite sacrifice 
of making my cross His own. By acknowledg- 
ing this cross as mine, I identify myself with 
Him in the utter renunciation to death of sin 
and the sinful nature. ‘“ Being justified freely 
by His grace,” I “have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” In Him I now have 
eternal life. 

The two supreme gifts of God to man are 
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LIFE and RIGHTEOUSNESS. The life, 
Christ purchased on the cross. The righteous- 
ness He wrought out in His earthly life. On 
the cross He took our death penalty for sin, thus 
removing our guilt and reconciling us to God. 
In His earthly life He perfectly wrought out 
the will of God in our human flesh, and this 
perfect obedience, or righteousness, He imparts 
to every true disciple. 

“Tf, when we were enemies, we were recon- 
ciled to God by the death of His Son, much 
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by 
His life.” 

The only way I can truly acknowledge Jesus 
as my Saviour is by taking up my cross. Thus 
I acknowledge my own guilt and condemnation. 
Thus I show my faith in His atoning sacrifice. 
Thus I demonstrate my confidence in the efficacy 
of His death to purchase life for me. Thus I 
enter into a living union with Christ, which 
provides emancipation from the dominion of 
sin, and secures to me the righteousness of 
Christ. 


The Daily Cross 


Lorp, day by day I view Thy wondrous cross, 

; The cross of Calvary; 

And day by day I stretch my hands thereon, 
And die with Thee. 


I “glory in the cross,’ most loving Lord, 
Because I know 
It is the power to save and satisfy 
' Where’er I go. 


O gracious Lord, how sweet to take from Thee 
The daily cross, 

And know I cannot separate forevermore 
Its gain and loss. 


The daily cross is daily loss to all 
That keeps from Thee. 
The daily cross is daily gain of all 
Thou art for me. 
—B. P. H. 
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AS we receive the bread and wine symboliz- 
ing Christ’s broken body and spilled blood, we 
in imagination join in the scene of communion 
in the upper chamber. We seem to be passing 
through the garden consecrated by the agony 
of Him who bore the sins of the world. We 
witness the struggle by which our reconciliation 
with God was obtained. Christ is set forth cru- 
cified among us. 

Looking upon the crucified Redeemer, we 
more fully comprehend the magnitude and 
meaning of the sacrifice made by the Majesty 
of heaven. The plan of salvation is glorified 
before us, and the thought of Calvary awakens 
living and sacred emotions in our hearts. Praise 
to God and the Lamb will be in our hearts and 
on our lips; for pride and self-worship cannot 
flourish in the soul that keeps fresh in memory 
the scenes of Calvary. 

He who beholds the Saviour’s matchless love, 
will be elevated in thought, purified in heart, 
transformed in character. He will go forth to 
be a light to the world, to reflect in some degree 
this mysterious love. The more we contemplate 
the cross of Christ, the more fully shall we 
adopt the language of the apostle when he said, 
“God forbid that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” 
— Mrs. E. G. White, “ The Desire of Ages,’ 
page 661. 
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The Cross and the Early 
Disciples 


On the night before the crucifixion, when the 
Passover supper had been eaten, the little group 
in the upper room sang a hymn and went out 
unto the Mount of Olives. The Saviour revealed 
to His disciples that the night had come when 
the Scripture would be fulfilled, “I will smite 
the Shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall 
be scattered.” This sorrowful disclosure was 
followed by the assurance, “ After I am raised 
up, I will go before you into Galilee.” 

In a few brief hours the disciples were plunged 
into a world of sorrow which they had not an- 
ticipated. Though Jesus had told them exactly 
what would take place, they seemed unable to 
comprehend His meaning, and the crucifixion 
came as an overwhelming surprise and disap- 
pointment. The resurrection seemed equally in- 
comprehensible at first; nevertheless, when the 
time came, they ‘went into Galilee, unto the 
mountain where Jesus had appointed them.” 

After assuring them that “all power” “in 
heaven and in earth” had been given Him, the 
Master said, “Go ye, therefore, and teach all 
nations.” While Jesus lay in the tomb, their 
hopes and aspirations had died; but in the pres- 
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ence of the risen Lord hope revived, and they 
were filled with an intense desire to uplift Him 
before men as the Lamb of God, the Saviour 
of the world. 

“Then opened He their understanding, that 
they might understand the Scriptures, and said 
unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it be- 
hooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the 
dead the third day: and that repentance and 
remission of sins should be preached in His 
name among all nations, beginning at Jeru- 
salem.” 

Thus the Saviour summed up in a few simple 
words the gospel which was made known by 
all the inspired writers, and which is the power 
of God unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth,— Christ, the atoning sacrifice, suffering, 
dying, rising again the third day, and ascend- 
ing to the right hand of God to minister re- 
pentance and remission of sins. This was their 
message. It is the everlasting gospel, “the 
mystery brooded in the mind of the Infinite 
from times eternal.” Waiting a few days in 
Jerusalem for earnest preparation of heart and 
the promised enduement of divine power, they 
went forth as witnesses to deliver the message 
intrusted to them. 

As we read the record of those early days of 
irresistible triumph, we have no difficulty in 
discovering the secret of their success. The 
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emphasis was all on the crucified, risen, and 
glorified Lord. Under the mighty dynamic of 
the Pentecostal outpouring the apostle set forth 
the guilt of all men incurred by the crucifixion 
of Christ. 

“Ye men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus 
of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you 
by miracles and wonders and signs, which God 
did by Him in the midst of you, as ye your- 
selves also know: Him, being delivered by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, 
ye have taken, and by wicked hands have cru- 
cified and slain.” “ Therefore let all the house 
of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made 
that-same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both 
Lord and Christ.” 

As that great audience were by this solemn 
charge brought face to face with their personal 
responsibility and guilt, they were seized with 
an awful sense of condemnation. 

“ Now when they heard this, they were pricked 
in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the 
rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what 
shall we do?” ‘“ Then they that gladly received 
his word were baptized: and the same day there 
were added unto them about three thousand 
souls.” 

Christ was set forth as the one whom they had 
crucified, the one who had risen and ascended 
to the right hand of God, the one who would 
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grant mercy and pardon to the penitent. Men 
were convicted, they repented, and rejoiced in 
deliverance from the guilt and condemnation 
of sin. 

This is the divine plan. Even before the 
haughty priests and rulers the disciples had no 
other message. When they were brought before 
the council, the high priest demanded, “ Did not 
we straitly command you that ye should not 
teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled 
Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to 
bring this man’s blood upon us.” 

To this Peter boldly replied, ‘We ought to 
obey God rather than men. The God of our 
fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and 
hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted with 
His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, 
for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness 
of sins.” 

Again the rulers, elders, and scribes, filled 
with bitter hatred against the followers of 
Christ, were gathered together, and brought 
the disciples before them for examination. They 
asked, “ By what power, or by what name, have 
ye done this?” 

“Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said 
unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders 
of Israel, if we this day be examined of the good 
deed done to the impotent man, by what means 
he is made whole; be it known unto you all, 
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and to all the people of Israel, that by the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead, even by Him 
doth this man stand before you whole.” 

The method of those early disciples was two- 
fold,— they emphasized the terrible crime of 
men in putting to death the one who by super- 
natural signs and miracles of healing was so 
clearly demonstrated to be the Son of God. 
Men were seized with an awful sense of guilt 
and condemnation, and many were filled with 
sorrow and remorse. 

Over against this the disciples exalted the 
Crucified One as the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sins of the world, and held out to 
repentant sinners the offer of mercy and pardon 
through the shed blood of Jesus. Peter in his 
epistle said, “ The burden of our sins He Him- 
self carried in His own body to the cross, and 
bore it there, so that we, having died so far as 
our sins are concerned, may live righteous lives.” 

These humble men who wrought such mighty 
achievements in the face of national religious 
prejudice and bigotry, and later against a world 
intrenched in almost universal idolatry, were 
not contending for a theory, a creed, or a Sect. 
They proclaimed a crucified and risen Saviour ; 
not a mighty monarch, or even a pretender to 
an earthly throne, but one despised and rejected 
of men, cruelly persecuted and publicly executed 
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between two criminals, but now resurrected and 
ascended to the right hand of God. 

It was the mysterious power which attended 
this message that grappled with the darkness 
and degradation of the ages, and delivered mil- 
lions from death. 


The Old Rugged Cross 


ON a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, 
The emblem of suff’ring and shame, 

And I love that old cross, where the dearest and best, 
For 2 world of lost sinners was slain. 


Oh, that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, 
Has a wondrous attraction for me; 

For the dear Lamb of God left His glory above, 
To bear it to dark Calvary. 


In the old rugged cross, stained with blood so divine, 
A wondrous beauty I see; 

For ’twas on that old cross Jesus suffered and died, 
To pardon and sanctify me. 


To the old rugged cross I will ever be true, 
dts shame and reproach gladly bear; 

Then He’ll call me some day to my home far away, 
Where His glory forever I’ll share. 


So I'll cherish the old rugged cross, 
Till my trophies at last I lay down; 
I will cling to the old rugged cross, 
And exchange it some day for a crown. 


— George Bennard. 
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THE cross of Christ will be the science and 
the song of the redeemed through all eternity. 
In Christ glorified they will behold Christ cru- 
cified. Never will it be forgotten that He whose 
power created and upheld the unnumbered 
worlds through the vast realms of space, the 
Beloved of God, the Majesty of heaven, He 
whom cherub and shining seraph delighted to 
adore,— humbled Himself to uplift fallen man; 
that He bore the guilt and shame of sin, and 
the hiding of His Father’s face, till the woes of 
a lost world broke His heart, and crushed out 
His life on Calvary’s cross. That the Maker of 
all worlds, the Arbiter of all destinies, should 
lay aside His glory, and humiliate Himself from 
love to man, will ever excite the wonder and 
adoration of the universe. As the nations of 
the saved look upon their Redeemer, and behold 
the eternal glory of the Father shining in His 
countenance; as they behold His throne, which 
is from everlasting to everlasting, and know that 
His kingdom is to have no end, they break forth 
in rapturous song, ‘‘ Worthy, worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain, and hath redeemed us to 
God by His own most precious blood.’’— Mrs. 
E. G. White, “‘ The Great Controversy,” pp. 
ODO D2- 
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The Cross in Heaven 


One of the great secrets of the fascination of 
the Bible is that it is all written with the purpose 
of revealing to humanity a glorious Person. 
How much many of us have missed by reading 
the Seriptures to discover some theory, or estab- 
lish some doctrine, or produce some argument! 
Even when we apprehend an interesting truth, 
it is abstract, and lacks life-giving power, unless 
we learn “the truth as it is in Jesus.” 

The Saviour said, “Search the Scriptures 
for . . . they are they which testify of Me.” 

When we open the word of God, we shall 
understand it only as we apprehend its relation 
to the character, or attributes, or office, or min- 
istry of Jesus Christ. Not that He is seeking 
to hide from us or elude our approach, but He 
is infinite in wisdom and power and love, and 
hence must reveal Himself in a myriad aspects 
in order that we may have any true conception 
of what He is. There is not a book in the Bible 
that does not reveal Him. Some are simple and 
easily understood; others are deep, and require 
profound study and meditation. 

We are but finite creatures, and can never 
fully comprehend His greatness; but as we 
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search His word reverently and prayerfully, the 
Holy Spirit reveals to us more and more of the 
inexhaustible riches of His grace. God is love. 
We have no true knowledge of God unless our 
supreme thought of Him is that He is a God 
of love. 

God manifested His infinite love in the gift 
of His only begotten Son to a race of sinners. 
The supreme revelation of that divine love which 
withheld not its all, but freely gave Him for our 
ransom, is the cross. Hence the cross is the 
central point in the revelation of God to man, 
and in the plan of human redemption. 

As we study the word of God to obtain a 
fuller knowledge of the person of Jesus, the 
inspired writers are ever pointing us to the 
cross. Thus we come to understand that, “to 
be rightly understood and appreciated, every 
truth in the word of God, from Genesis to Reve- 
lation, must be studied in the light that streams 
from the cross of Calvary.” 

The Gospel narratives unfold to us the earthly 
life and ministry of Jesus culminating in His 
death on the cross. The last book in the Bible 
opens to our wondering gaze marvelous revela- 
tions of our ascended and glorified Lord. There 
He is clothed with infinite majesty and power, 
surrounded by the unnumbered hosts of celestial 
beings who comprise the principalities and 
powers of the heavenly world. But as the char- 
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acter of Christ shines more resplendently in the 
light of heaven, so also does the cross of Calvary. 

The book opens with the words, “ The Reve- 
lation of Jesus Christ.” Immediately a blessing 
is pronounced on him “that readeth, and they 
that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 
those things which are written therein.” As we 
proceed to study it, we are astonished to see 
how every page is permeated and dominated by 
this glorious Person. In the very first chapter 
His name or a personal pronoun referring to 
Him occurs thirty-eight times (A. R. V.); in 
the second chapter, forty-two times; and in the 
third chapter, forty-seven times,— one hundred 
twenty-seven times in seventy-one verses. 

Moreover, these chapters emphasize constantly 
that while He is now the ascended and glorified 
Lord, He is still and forever the one who died 
on Calvary. In the very introduction He reveals 
Himself as “ the first begotten of the dead,” and 
the one who “ loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in His own blood.” In verse 7 He tells of 
His coming in glory, when “every eye shall 
see Him,” including those also who “ pierced 
Him.” 

Then comes the description of His personal 
appearance in glory so overwhelming that the 
beloved disciple “ fell at His feet as dead.” How 
startling and how comforting are the next words! 
Jesus, the King of glory, stooped to lay His 
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right hand upon J ohn, and reminded him of 
the cross. ‘“ Fear not; I am the first and the 
last: I am He that liveth and was dead.” It is 
as if He had said, Fear not, John, though you 
hardly recognize Me clothed with divine glory 
and majesty, I am the same Jesus on whose 
bosom you reclined, the one who hung upon the 
cross, and who gave His life for sinners. Now 
I am alive forevermore, and have the keys of 
hell and of death. 

In holy vision John was permitted to view 
many scenes as the divine purposes were un- 
folded in heaven. Doubtless to his surprise and 
wonder it seemed that the fallen race on our 
little world occupied the attention of all heaven, 
and that the activities of the heavenly host 
centered around man’s Redeemer and the media- 
torial work in which He is engaged. 

In the fourth chapter John begins the de- 
scription of one of the most dramatic and thrill- 
ing of these heavenly visions. ‘“ Straightway I 
was in the Spirit : and behold, there was a throne 
set in heaven, and One sitting upon the throne.” 
About this exalted throne of the Infinite, which 
was shrouded in ineffable glory, were placed 
twenty-four other thrones, occupied by twenty- 
four elders arrayed in white garments. On the 
four sides of the throne were four living crea- 
tures, apparently companies of the redeemed 
who were raised with Christ at His resurrection, 
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and ascended with Him as trophies of His vic- 
tory over sin and death. Now, observe: 


1. The Book—‘I saw in the right hand of 
Him that sat on the throne a book written within 
and on the back side, sealed with seven seals.” 
Rev. 5:1. 

We may infer that it is the will of God to 
make revelations of His purposes from time to 
time to the inhabitants of heaven, that He may 
have the complete sympathy and intelligent co- 
operation of the angels, whom we are told are 
“all ministering spirits, sent forth to do service 
for the sake of them that shall inherit salvation.” 
In His right hand is held a book. New mysteries 
relating to His eternal plan are about to be 
unfolded. 


2. The Challenge-—“I saw a strong angel 
“proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy 

to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? ” 
Verse 2. 

The interest of all heaven was centered in 
the book. A mighty angel came forth, and with 
a loud voice which reached to the farthest circle 
of the angelic throng he challenged any being 
in the universe to enter into the counsels of the 
Almighty. 

3. Silence.—“ And no man in heaven, nor in 
earth, neither under the earth, was able to open 
the book, neither to look thereon.” Verse 3. 
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Why is this scene enacted in heaven? KEvi- 
dently God chose in this way to glorify His 
beloved Son. Ages before, one of the most ex- 
alted beings in heaven had been jealous of the 
Son of God. He had been determined to thrust 
himself into the counsels of the Deity, and usurp 
the place belonging to the eternal Son alone. 
He was cast out of heaven, and introduced the 
same spirit of rebellion into this world. The 
Son of God came down to earth and died to 
redeem the race that was lost. He returned to 
His place at the right hand of the throne on 
high, and now the Father is giving the whole 
unfallen universe a striking lesson of the ex- 
alted position occupied by His victorious Son, 
who is to be honored and adored above all others. 

4. The Sorrow.—“ And I wept much, because 
no man was found worthy to open and to read 
the book, neither to look thereon.” Verse 4. 

All is breathless silence as every eye watches 
intently for an answer to the challenge. May 
not some glorious seraphim, standing high in 
the counsels of God, be able to open the book? 
Every voice is hushed; no being presumes to 
venture into that realm which the mind of the 
Infinite alone has explored. The suspense be- 
comes too great for the poor trembling man who 
stands alone, a mortal, finite man in this great 
heavenly assembly. He feels that the destiny 
of his fellow men is concerned, and fearing that 
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the contents of the book are to remain sealed, 
he bursts into tears. 


5. The Assurance.—‘ And one of the elders 
saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath 
prevailed to open the book, and to loose the 
seven seals thereof.” Verse 5. 

How beautiful and comforting is this scene! 
One of the glorified elders, himself redeemed 
from among men, came to John and gave him 
the loving assurance that one had prevailed to 
open the book. John’s weeping ceased, and he 
faced the scene again, eagerly looking for the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah. 

6. The One Who Prevailed.—“I beheld, and, 
lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four 
beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a 
Lamb as it had been slain.” Verse 6. 

How striking is this symbolic title, ‘“ The 
Lamb,” which occurs no less than twenty-six 
times in the book of Revelation. It is “the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” 
It is the Lord Jesus Christ in heaven, exalted 
above every name that is named, adored by all 
the heavenly throng, yet still bearing in His 
body, unhidden by the transcendent radiance, 
the awful marks of Calvary. Those scars are 
His eternal glory, for they bear everlasting 
witness to the depth and faithfulness of His 
love. 
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7. The Worship.— When he had taken the 
book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders 
fell down before the Lamb, having every one 
of them harps, and golden vials full of odors, 
which are the prayers of saints.” Verse 8. 

How fitting that those who through the aton- 
ing sacrifice of Christ had entered into the joy 
of the eternal world, should prostrate themselves 
before the Lamb in grateful adoration! 


8. The Song. And they sung a new song. 
saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and 
to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, 
and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out 
of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and 
nation.” Verse 9. 

The theme of this song should stir the heart 
of every child of Adam. It is the theme which 
alone can express the joy and gratitude of the 
redeemed; the theme which thrills the myriads 
of unfallen angels; the song which rejoices the 
heart of the Omnipotent One, the song of praise 
to the Lamb who poured out His life to atone 
for the sins of a perishing world. 


9. The Angels—“I beheld, and I heard the 
voice of many angels round about the throne 
and the beasts and the elders: and the number 
of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, 
and thousands of thousands; saying with a loud 
voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 
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receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.” 
Verses 11, 12. 

So thrilling was the song of the redeemed 
that the angels of heaven could not keep silence, 
but burst into rapturous praise to the Lamb 
that was slain. And in the midst of this amaz- 
ing drama the song was caught up in an ever- 
widening circle; “and every creature which is 
in heaven and on the earth, and under the earth, 
and such as are in the sea, and all that are in 
them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honor, and 
glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb forever and 
ever.” Verse 13. 

This is the theme of heaven’s song and the 
motive of heaven’s activities— THE LAMB 
._THAT WAS SLAIN. Thus fully does the 
Lamb occupy the center of all those thrilling 
and dramatic pictures which set forth heaven’s 
interest in this world and the salvation of sinful 
men. The inhabitants of heaven and of unfallen 
worlds find in the death of Christ on Calvary 
a subject of surpassing interest, a theme whose 
absorbing fascination never wanes through the 
passing of centuries and millenniums. 

How little we realize what the cross means to 
the whole universe outside of our little world! 
We are filled with awe as we read what we can 
only faintly understand of the relation it sus- 
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tains to the inhabitants of heaven and the mil- 
lions of unfallen worlds. 

“Moreover He is the head of His body, the 
church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from 
among the dead, in order that He Himself may 
in all things occupy the foremost place. For 
it was the Father’s gracious will that the whole 
of the divine perfections should dwell in Him. 
And God purposed through Him to reconcile 
the universe to Himself, making peace through 
His blood which was shed upon the cross — 
to reconcile to Himself through Him, I say, 
things on earth and things in heaven.” 

The sympathy awakened by Lucifer in his 
rebellion in heaven brought perplexity and mis- 
understanding, but through His blood Jesus 
reconciled the whole vast universe, binding them 
forever to the heart of God. 

Jesus giving His life on Calvary for rebellious, 
degraded, degenerate men and women was the 
true revelation of the character of His Father. 
It not only refuted Satan’s charge that God 
was selfish and arbitrary, but it exhibited His 
infinite compassion and love and self-denial. 

From eternal ages God had looked forward 
to that hour when through the voluntary sacri- 
fice of His Son all the created intelligences 
should know and understand, and love Him 
better. The astronomers tell us that there are 
at least five hundred millions of planets and 
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stars, worlds and suns. Christ the Son of God 
made them all, and was the adored Commander 
and King of all that vast creation. Yet He 
humbled Himself as a servant, and became obe- 
dient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
All these unfallen beings looked upon the cross 
with unbounded amazement. Even the Father, 
looking upon the sufferings which His Son en- 
dured, witnessed the most sublime moral act of 
the universe. It marked the focal point of 
eternity past and future. That hour when the 
expiring Son of God cried out with a voice 
which “ seemed to resound through all creation,” 
“ Tt is finished,” was not only the supreme hour 
for the human race, but the most sublime mo- 
ment for the whole intelligent universe. 

Is it not fitting that we in whose behalf this 
_ divine sacrifice was made, should regard it as 
the supreme subject to which all other things 
in this life should be subordinate? 


The Crucifixion 


BEHOLD upon the shameful cross 
The spotless Victim dies. 

*Mid cruel foes He yields His breath, 
A precious, priceless sacrifice. 


The pitying sun withdraws his face, 
And shades of darkest night 

Their black and dismal mantles throw 
Upon Mount Calvary’s rugged height. 


The flinty rocks are rent in twain! 
The graves give up their trust; 

And sleeping saints immortal rise 
Victorious from the silent dust. 


Inanimate creation groans, 
And pitying angels weep, 

And o’er the Master’s lonely tomb 
Their solemn, sacred vigil keep. 


O pitying Christ! O Lamb of God! 
And didst Thou die for me? 

Then let my hand forget her skill 
If I forget thee, CALVARY. 


— Mrs. L. D. A. Stuttle. 
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The Cross Supreme 


“Tr those who to-day are teaching the word 
of God, would uplift the cross of Christ higher 
and still higher, their ministry would be far 
more successful. If sinners can be led to give 
one earnest look at the cross, if they can obtain 
a full view of the crucified Saviour, they will 
realize the depth of God’s compassion and the 
sinfulness of sin. 

“ Christ’s death proves God’s great love for 
man. It is our pledge of salvation. To remove 
the cross from the Christian would be like blot- 
“ting the sun from the sky. The cross brings us 
near to God, reconciling us to Him. With the 
relenting compassion of a Father’s love, Jehovah 
looks upon the suffering that His Son endured 
in order to save the race from eternal death, 
and accepts us in the Beloved. 

“ Without the cross, man could have no union 
with the Father. On it depends our every hope. 
From it shines the light of the Saviour’s love; 
and when at the foot of the eross the sinner looks 
up to the One who died to save him, he may 
rejoice with fullness of joy; for his sins are 
pardoned. Kneeling in faith at the cross, he 
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has reached the highest place to which man 
can attain.”— Mrs. E. G. White, “The Acts of 
the Apostles,” pp. 209, 210. 


Though the apostle Paul did not witness the 
crucifixion of Christ, it is evident that the reve- 
lation made to him at his conversion, together 
with information he received from eyewitnesses, 
made it absolutely real to him. He mentions 
the cross more frequently than any other in- 
spired writer. It is ever the center of his 
teaching and the recognized source of his power 
to win men. 

Paul had been instrumental in establishing a 
church at Corinth, and in writing his first letter 
to them he said: “I determined not to know 
anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and 
Him crucified.” 

Should any man to-day make such a broad, 
sweeping statement, he might be regarded as 
rash or fanatical, but divine inspiration never 
dictated anything exaggerated or extreme. The 
subject is fully as important as this striking 
statement indicates. In making this declaration, 
Paul gives the key to his great career and the 
undying influence of his life. In the first chap- 
ter of the same letter he wrote, “ We preach 
Christ crucified.” His message did not con- 
sist of speculative theories about a “ historical 
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Christ ” or an “ideal man,” but was the exalta- 
tion of a crucified and risen Saviour. 

Paul was a man of extraordinary learning, 
possessing by nature great intellectual ability, 
and having the best facilities of his time for 
acquiring knowledge. Though but a young man 
(when he enters the Scripture narrative), he 
had attained a place of honor and influence in 
his own nation. He was an author, an orator, 
a teacher, a statesman, a philosopher. One of 
the world’s eminent scholars recently wrote, 
“The book of Romans is the most sublime 
masterpiece of all literature.” 

Above all philosophy, all science, and all 
other learning of this world, Paul exalted the 
knowledge of Christ crucified as the one supreme 
and indispensable truth. Weymouth’s transla- 
. tion renders his statement, “ I determined to be 
utterly ignorant, when among you, of everything 
except of Jesus Christ, and of Him as having 
been crucified.” 

Paul did not place a premium on ignorance, 
nor in the least respect disparage a thorough 
education. He did not regard his learning as 
worthless. But he understood what so few real- 
ize to-day, that education sought and acquired 
for a purely selfish purpose is idolatry. He 
conceived the value of education to lie in the 
ability it imparted to comprehend more fully 
and teach more effectively the gospel of the 
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crucified Christ. He implies that learning is 
not to be sought as an end in itself, but as a 
means to the exalted end of revealing and glori- 
fying the Saviour of the world. 

This purpose of Paul, so faithfully pursued, 
explains the profound and lasting influence and 
the mighty achievements of his life. He did 
not fully realize, at the beginning of his min- 
istry, that the preaching of the cross was, above 
all else, the power of God. Not without some 
bitter experience did he learn this truth. This 
is evident from the historic account of his visit 
to the cultured city of Athens. 

“ Ags Paul journeyed from Berea, he stopped 
at Athens to await the arrival of Silas and 
Timotheus; and ‘his spirit was stirred in him, 
when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry. 
Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with 
the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in 
the market daily with them that met with him. 
Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, 
and of the Stoics, encountered him. And some 
said, What will this babbler say? other some, 
He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: 
because he preached unto them Jesus, and the 
resurrection.’ 

“The philosophers who entered into conver- 
sation with the apostle were soon convinced that 
his knowledge exceeded their own. He was com- 
petent to meet their opposition on their own 
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ground, matching logic with logic, learning with 
learning, philosophy with philosophy, and ora- 
tory with oratory. 

“At the close of his labors he looked for the 
results of his work. Out of the large assembly 
that had listened to his eloquent words, only 
three had been converted to the faith. He then 
decided that from that time he would maintain 
the simplicity of the gospel. He was convinced 
that the learning of the world was powerless to 
move the hearts of men, but that the gospel was 
the power of God unto salvation.” 

It is Christ crucified that appeals to the hearts 
of men, weakened and enslaved by sin. Many 
things appeal to the intellect, but if the heart 
is not touched and moved till the will is sur- 
rendered to Christ, it avails nothing. 

Paul declared that all he had learned or 
achieved was of value only so far as it could 
be used to reveal Christ crucified. All that 
could not be so used was cast aside as worthless 
“What things were gain to me, those I counted 
loss for Christ. Yea doubtless, and I count all 
things but loss for the excellency of the knowl- 
edge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and do count them 
but dung, that I may win Christ.” 

Paul was not a preacher of mere creeds or 
theories. Christ crucified was the supreme ob- 
ject and theme of his ministry. To a great 
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extent the Christian world to-day has lost this 
emphasis on the cross. The church is compara- 
tively weak, not because the gospel has lost its 
power, but because something else has been sub- 
stituted for the preaching of the cross. Should 
Christians live in the atmosphere of the cross 
to-day as the early disciples did, they would 
have a much deeper spiritual experience indi- 
vidually, and this would make it possible for 
the mighty working of the Spirit as in apostolic 
days. 

In what sublime, yet simple words the Saviour 
summed up the everlasting gospel. “ God so 
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” It is the 
Son of God uplifted on the cross as man’s sub- 
stitute, that arrests the attention and awakens 
the interest of sinners. Christ exalted in heaven 
may not appeal to them, but Christ suffering 
and dying under the curse of sin, and in the 
sinner’s stead, finds a response. 

Degraded and enslaved by evil practices, the 
sinner feels only fear and aversion toward God; 
but a look at Calvary reveals the truth that 
God loves sinners. Through all the ages the 
reverent presentation of the Christ of Calvary 
has touched and melted hearts. We cannot place 
too much emphasis upon this, the central truth 
of Christianity ; for on the cross our every hope 
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depends, and in its light alone is the way of 
salvation made plain. 

To-day God is sending His final message of 
mercy to the world. The prophecies clearly 
teach that the promise of Christ to return and 
gather His believing children out of the un- 
believing world to the heavenly mansions He has 
prepared, will be fulfilled in this generation. 
Men and women who are under condemnation 
of the divine law for their past sins, and are 
still enslaved by evil habits and practices, are 
unfit for the presence of God, and could not 
possibly expect to be welcomed into heaven. A 
great work of preparation is necessary. God has 
provided that poor sinners may be justified, 
cleansed, and sanctified so that they reflect the 
image and character of Christ, and thus be fitted 
to dwell with Him above. The fulfillment of 
prophecy emphasizing the final solemn call of 
God to man is designed to arouse the people, 
awaken conviction, and lead them to seek re- 
pentance and the preparation necessary to fit 
them for translation to heaven. 

But what shall they do when they are aroused ? 
What ought men to do when they are awakened 
by the most convincing evidence from God to 
realize that they are living very near the close 
of time? There is one supreme and all-impor- 
tant thing to do, and that is to focus their at- 
tention on the cross of Christ. That is the source 
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of their salvation. They must be pardoned, 
cleansed, transformed, victorious. This cannot 
be brought about by any creed or dogma, system 
or theory, new or old. “There is none other 
name under heaven . . . whereby we must be 
saved,” but the name of Jesus. Salvation is 
not the result of adopting a creed, embracing 
a doctrine, or believing a theory, but of receiv- 
ing a person. “As many as received Him, to 
them gave He power to become the sons of God.” 

The chief reason why thousands of Christians 
find little peace and satisfaction and content- 
ment in the Christian experience, lies in their 
failure to grasp this great truth. The record 
of their spiritual life is largely one of oft- 
repeated struggle and resolution ending in fail- 
ure and defeat. They long for an experience 
that will bring them satisfaction and joy, peace 
and victory. They believe the great doctrines 
of the Bible, and accept them all as the word 
of God. They pray, and study, and attend 
church services, and perform definite work for 
Christ. They go through all the forms of 
Christian activity that are designed to help in 
attaining and perfecting Christian character, 
but all the time they are conscious that some- 
thing vital is lacking. Let me give a homely 
illustration to show how many Christians there 
are to whom the personal presence of Christ is 
not a reality. 
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I have a friend whom I urge to come to my 
home and make an extended visit. An unex- 
pected opportunity arises, and some morning he 
knocks at my door. I welcome him, telling him 
how delighted I am, and eagerly urge him to 
remain as long as possible. I take his hat and 
coat, show him to a seat, and then, excusing 
myself, I retire to another room. He waits, 
expecting me to return in a moment, but an 
hour passes, and he is still alone. He looks over 
papers and books and pictures, waiting patiently 
hour after hour, but anxiously wondering what 
could have occurred to delay me so long. He 
cannot believe that I have wholly forgotten him, 
nor that I merely pretended to desire his pres- 
ence. All day he remains alone while I busy 
myself about other matters. Surely one would 
never treat a friend so unkindly and discour- 
“teously, and yet hundreds of Christians have 
admitted to me that this is the way they treat 
the Saviour. They speak to Him a moment in 
the morning, inviting Him into their hearts and 
asking Him to bless and keep them, and they go 
about their own affairs, never even giving Him 
another thought till night. 

Surely such people have not “ received Him; ” 
they have only accepted a theory. If we do not 
know Jesus Christ as a real living, loving, divine 
Person, coming into our hearts in the morning, 
and if we do not talk with Him and listen as 
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He speaks to us, then we shall not be satisfied, 
but shall ever be conscious of a lack. For the 
power that is needed to transform our lives and 
give victory moment by moment is not in a 
doctrine, but in this Person. 

The reality of the presence of Christ to each 
believer can be understood only in the light of 
the cross. This is why the apostle Paul placed 
the supreme emphasis on Christ crucified, and 
ever sought to focus the gaze of men on Him. 
In all the history of God’s work through men, 
those who achieved the greatest success were 
those to whom the presence of Christ was most 
real. What could be more important and more 
reasonable than for every person who professes 
to believe in Christ and depend upon Him for 
present and eternal salvation, to cultivate that 
constant fellowship with Him that will make 
His presence a great reality? 

“ As the mind dwells upon Christ, the char- 
acter is molded after the divine similitude. The 
thoughts are pervaded with a sense of His good- 
ness, His love. We contemplate His character, 
and thus He is in all our thoughts. His love 
incloses us. If we gaze even a moment upon the 
sun in its meridian glory, when we turn away 
our eyes, the image of the sun will appear in 
everything upon which we look. Thus it is when 
we behold Jesus; everything we look upon re- 
flects His image, the Sun of Righteousness. We 
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cannot see anything else or talk of anything else. 
His image is imprinted upon the eye of the soul, 
and affects every portion of our daily life, soften- 
ing and subduing our whole nature.”—*“ Testi- 
monies to Ministers,” pp. 388, 389. 

It is singular that so many people say they are 
unable to make Christ seem real. Millions of 
people seem to have no difficulty in making 
things seem real which do not exist and are 
utterly absurd; while here is the supreme funda- 
mental fact upon which the eternal hope of 
every human being rests, and which is attested 
by the infallible word of God, and men say, 
It does not seem real. 

We should not overlook the fact that the 
friendship of Jesus must be cultivated the same 
as that of any other friend. People are most 
real to us whom we love the most, think of the 
most, and whose presence we seek the most. 
When the mind is occupied nearly all the time 
with secular thoughts to the exclusion of Christ, 
it is inconsistent to expect that His presence 
will ever become real. We cannot think secular 
thoughts, study secular books, perform secular 
work, or engage in secular conversation fifteen 
hours out of sixteen, and expect to become spirit- 
ually minded. And unless we are spiritual, 
we cannot have fellowship with Christ, and be 
deeply conscious of the reality of His presence. 
This does not mean that we must lay aside school 
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books, or manual labor, or conversation concern- 
ing business, all of which are regarded as secular. 
But it is possible to sustain such a close relation- 
ship to Christ that our whole being will be spirit- 
ualized, and the atmosphere of His presence will 
pervade all the ordinary, necessary duties of life. 

What a marvelous change would take place 
in the lives of professed Christians if they would 
keep fresh in memory the scenes of Calvary! 
How much that is cheap and common and super- 
ficial would be replaced by that which is pure 
and noble and exalted, which would attract men 
and women to Christ! 

The early disciples well understood that it 
was the preaching of Christ crucified that 
gripped the hearts of men. It is not the preach- 
ing of the historic Christ who lived two thousand 
years ago that appeals primarily to lost men 
and women. It is not Christ sitting at the right 
hand of the Father, reigning in glory. It is 
the Christ of the cross. 

A man lost in the depths of discouragement 
and despair because of his failure to reach his 
ideals of purity and nobility and right, looks 
up at Christ in glory, and sees only an impass- 
able gulf. But if he can be induced to look at 
Christ hanging on the cross as his substitute, 
wounded for his transgressions, bruised for his 
iniquities, bearing his sins in His own body on 
the tree, that he may be pardoned and saved, 
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he can hardly resist such an appeal. It leads 
him to the foot of the cross in penitence and 
faith. 


“Tf the wanderer his mistake discern, 
Judge his own way, and sigh for a return, 
Bewildered once, must he bewail his loss 
Forever and forever? No—the cross! 
There, and there only, is the power to save. 
There no delusive hope invites despair; 
No mockery meets you, no delusion there; 
fhe spell and charms that blinded you before, 
All vanish there, and fascinate no more.” 


It is doubtless the enemy’s studied purpose to 
induce religious teachers and preachers to intro- 
duce many themes to supplant and supplement 
the preaching of the cross. The present-day 
lack of power to win souls indicates the measure 
of his success. To-day, as in the days of Paul, 
the preaching of Christ crucified is “the power 
of God, and the wisdom of God.” 

“Tf those who to-day are teaching the word 
of God, would uplift the cross of Christ higher 
and still higher, their ministry would be far 
more successful. If sinners can be led to give 
one earnest look at the cross, if they can obtain 
a full view of the crucified Saviour, they will 
realize the depth of God’s compassion and the 
sinfulness of sin.”—“ The Acts of the Apostles’ 
page 209. 
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“ Bring the thrilling scene 

Home to my inmost soul; the Sufferer’s cry, 
“Father, if it be possible, this cup 

Take Thou away, yet not My will, but Thine; ” 

The sleeping friends who could not watch one hour; 

The torch, the flashing sword, the traitor’s kiss; 

The astonished angel, with the tear of heaven 

Upon his cheek, still striving to assuage 

Those fearful pangs that bowed the Son of God 

Like a bruiséd reed.” 


Some time ago I witnessed a striking illustra- 
tion of the mighty and immediate result of up- 
lifting the crucified Saviour. I was speaking to 
a large congregation on the subject of the cross. 
All appeared deeply interested, and were giving 
_ the closest attention, with the exception of one 
young lady, who sat in the corner at the rear 
of the room. She was whispering to those about 
her, preventing their listening and creating some 
disturbance. I stopped a moment, and gaining 
their attention, I related an incident which set 
forth briefly but sympathetically the sacrifice of 
Christ on the cross to save sinners. All were 
very quiet, and at the close of the meeting I 
invited any who desired to turn to Christ or 
seek spiritual help to remain to the after- 
meeting. 

A large number remained, and soon young 
men and women were confessing their sins and 
surrendering their lives to the Saviour. Pres- 
ently the young lady who had been whispering 
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arose and said, “I have never before been inter- 
ested in religion or cared to be a Christian. But 
to-night when I saw so vividly the Saviour dying 
on the cross for my sins, it broke my hard heart, 
and I now give my life wholly to Him.” 


Shall I Crucify Him? 


SHALL I crucify my Saviour, 
When for me He bore such loss? 

Shall I put to shame my Saviour? 
Can I nail Him to the cross? 


Are temptations so alluring, 
Do earth’s pleasures so enthrall, 
That I cannot love my Saviour 
Well enough to leave them all? 


’Twas my sins that crucified Him; 
Shall they crucify Him yet? 

Blackest day of nameless anguish, 
Can my thankless soul forget? 


Oh, the kindly hands of Jesus, 
Pouring blessings on all men! 

Bleeding, nail-scarred hands of Jesus, 
Can I nail them once again? 


Shall I crucify my Saviour, 
Crucify my Lord again? 

Once, oh, once I crucified Him, 
Shall I crucify again? 


— Mrs. Frank A. Breck. 


WE can have but faint conceptions of the 
inexpressible anguish of God’s dear Son in 
Gethsemane, as He realized His separation from 
His Father in consequence of bearing man’s sin. 
He became sin for the fallen race. The sense 
of the withdrawal of His Father’s love pressed 
from His anguished soul these mournful words, 
““My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto 
death.” ‘‘If it be possible, let this cup pass 
from Me.’’ Then with entire submission to His 
Father’s will, He adds, ‘‘ Nevertheless, not as 
I will, but as Thou wilt.” 

The divine Son of God was fainting, dying. 
The Father sent a messenger from His presence 
to strengthen the divine sufferer, and brace Him 
to tread His blood-stained path. Could mortals 
have viewed the amazement and the sorrow of 
the angelic host as they watched in silent grief 
the Father separating His beams of light, love, 
and glory from the beloved Son of His bosom, 
they would better understand how offensive sin 
is in His sight. The sword of justice was now 
to awake against His dear Son.—‘ Testimonies 
for the Church,” Vol. II, pp. 206, 207. 
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Gethsemane 


In the consideration of the cross as it repre- 
sents the atoning sacrifice of Christ, it is well 
to begin with the experiences of Gethsemane. 


“ Wouldst thou learn the depths of sin, 
All its bitterness and pain; 
What it cost thy God to win 
Sinners to Himself again? 
Come, poor sinner, come with me; 
Visit sad Gethsemane.” 


‘“He came out, and went, as He was wont, 
to the Mount of Olives; and His disciples also 
followed Him. And when He was at the place, 
He said unto them, Pray that ye enter not into 
temptation. And He was withdrawn from them 
about a stone’s cast, and kneeled down; and 
prayed, saying, Father, if Thou be willing, re- 
move this cup from Me: nevertheless not My 
will, but Thine be done. . . . And being in an 
agony He prayed more earnestly : and His sweat 
was as it were great drops of blood falling down 
to the ground.” Luke 22: 39-44. 

Each step of the way, from His humble birth 
in Bethlehem to this hour, Jesus had chosen 
for Himself and had taken every step volun- 
tarily. He offered Himself to God to be the 
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propitiation for man’s sins, and now He pro- 
posed to complete the work by drinking the last 
bitter cup. He sought the solitude of Geth- 
semane, there to enter that dark valley which 
would end in the sinner’s death. 

Jesus had spent many nights in prayer and 
communion with His Father, but never before 
such a night as this. It was not for deliverance 
from physical suffering, nor from the hands of 
His persecutors, nor from the shame and igno- 
miny of public execution, nor from the cruel 
death of the cross, that He prayed. All these 
He had foreseen and willingly chosen as part 
of the price of our redemption. He did not 
seek to escape the inevitable and necessary con- 
sequences of taking the sinner’s place. 

That from which He prayed to be delivered 
was infinitely more dreadful than mortal death. 
The penalty for sin is exclusion from the pres- 
ence of God, and this, as our substitute, Jesus 
must suffer. Nevertheless it was proper and 
becoming that He should wish this last and bit- 
terest sorrow might be shortened or removed. 
How could the celestial beings who were looking 
on have understood the horror of sin, and the 
inconceivable cost of redemption, had He faced 
the hour of abandonment and despair in the 
outer darkness of spiritual separation from the 
Father as the representative sinner, with no 
uttered ery of anguish, no protest or appeal? 
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Throughout His whole life Jesus was consumed 
with the supreme desire to please and honor and 
glorify His Father. He was constantly occupied 
with His Father’s work, speaking His Father’s 
words, and seeking to advance His Father’s in- 
terests. Now a black, impenetrable wall of sin 
was about to separate them. Though He and 
His Father were perfectly agreed in paying 
this awful price for the redemption of the lost 
race, yet it was most becoming for Jesus, in the 
presence of the onlooking universe, to cry out 
against an experience so dreadful and so un- 
merited by Him. 

How this very prayer to have the cup removed 
must have endeared Him to the Father, since 
it expressed a love which ignored all the inde- 
scribable sorrow which men and demons imposed, 
regarding them as utterly insignificant compared 
with the overwhelming anguish of the with- 
drawal of the Father’s loving presence and 
approval. 

The law demanded the death of the sinner. 
Jesus understood the requirements of justice, 
and willingly offered Himself as the victim. 
The shame and disgrace of the crucifixion, the 
anguish of physical suffering, the assaults of 
the hosts of demons, and the curse of the 
violated law,— all these He faced. But must 
He actually be excluded from the presence of 
His own dear Father? Must He endure all this 
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in that outer darkness of spiritual separation 
and God-abandonment, where “there is weep- 
ing and gnashing of teeth’? 

As He entered the dark shadows of Geth- 
semane, the realization of that mysterious curse 
of sin was so much more dreadful than its an- 
ticipation that the disciple testified, He “ began 
to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy.” He 
longed for sympathy and comfort from His 
followers, but how little they understood the 
pathetic appeal, “ My soul is exceeding sorrow- 
ful, even unto death.” 

The awful burden of a world’s guilt began 
to settle down upon His soul, shutting out the 
light and peace of His Father’s presence. By 
actual experience He was beginning to “ taste 
death for every man.” 

“ As the Son of God bowed in the attitude of 
prayer in the garden of Gethsemane, the agony 
of His Spirit foreed from His pores sweat lke 
great drops of blood. It was here that the 
horror of great darkness surrounded Him. The 
sins of the world were upon Him. He was suf- 
fering in man’s stead, as a transgressor of His 
Father’s law. Here was the scene of temptation. 
The divine light of God was receding from His 
vision, and He was passing into the hands of the 
powers of darkness. In His soul-anguish He 
lay prostrate on the cold earth. He was real- 
izing His Father’s frown. He had taken the 
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cup of suffering from the lips of guilty man, 
and proposed to drink it Himself, and in its 
place give to man the cup of blessing. The 
wrath that would have fallen upon man, was 
now falling upon Christ. It was here that the 
mysterious cup trembled in His hand. 

“ Leaving His disciples within hearing of His 
voice, He went a little distance from them, and 
fell on His face, and prayed. His soul was 
agonized, and He pleaded, ‘O My Father, if it 
be possible, let this cup pass from Me; never- 
theless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt.’ The 
sins of a lost world were upon Him, and over- 
whelming Him. It was a sense of His Father’s 
frown, in consequence of sin, which rent His 
heart with such piercing agony, and forced 
from His brow great drops of blood, which, 
rolling down His pale cheeks, fell to the ground, 
moistening the earth.”—“ Testimomes for the 
Church,” Vol. II, pp. 203, 204. 

Why did Jesus shrink from the ordeal, in- 
stead of facing death like the heroic martyrs? 
The answer is that the martyrs were facing mere 
mortal death, and were sustained in their suf- 
ferings by the consciousness of God’s presence 
and acceptance. But Christ was taking the sin- 
ner’s place, and as the typical, representative 
sinner He was bearing our load of guilt out into 
the darkness of separation from God. As the 
sins of the world engulfed Him like a vast ocean, 
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He felt Himself sinking into a darkness He had 
never before known. It seemed more than His 
human body could sustain, and immediate death 
threatened Him. But how then could His own 
predictions concerning Himself be fulfilled ? 

Though He might have laid down His life in 
the garden, and the sacrifice have been accept- 
able to the Father, yet how difficult it would 
have been for men to understand and appro- 
priate what He had done. There is a moral 
shock connected with the awful tragedy of the 
crucifixion, which the Spirit of God uses to stir 
the consciences of men, arousing their moral 
sensibilities, and awakening them from their 
stupor and blindness and selfishness. 

How long was the Saviour engaged in this 
mighty struggle in Gethsemane? He had been 
with the disciples at the Passover supper, and 
they had sung a hymn and started for the gar- 
den. It could not have taken long to walk to 
the familiar place. So it would appear that 
Jesus spent several hours in supplication. 

As He wrestled earnestly in prayer and the 
burden seemed to grow heavier, rather than 
lighter, He arose and sought the disciples. Find- 
ing them asleep, He returned and fell upon His 
face, repeating the sorrowful words. The weight 
of the darkness and curse seemed more than He 
could endure, and again He came to the dis- 
ciples. Receiving no human sympathy or en- 
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couragement, He returned the second time. 
The sorrow and anguish of those long hours, 
into which “eternities were compressed,’ we 
shall never be able fully to comprehend. His 
suffering was so intense that it seemed to dry 
up the very springs of thought and narrow the 
words of prayer down to the one intense, burn- 
ing appeal. Doubtless in short ejaculations the 
words were repeated again and again as the 
hours dragged slowly by, ‘““O My Father, My 
Father —if it be possible — all things are pos- 
sible with Thee: if it be possible — Father — 
this cup — let it pass: nevertheless, Father, not 
My will—but Thine —be done.” 


“The moon was shining yet. The orient’s brow, 
Set with the morning star, was not yet dim; 
And the deep silence which subdues the breath 
Like a strong feeling, hung upon the world 
As sleep upon the pulses of a child. 

"Twas the last watch of night. Gethsemane, 
With its bathed leaves of silver, seemed dissolved 
In visible stillness; and as Jesus’ voice, 

With its bewildering sweetness, met the ear 

Of His disciples, it vibrated on 

Like the first whisper in a silent world. 

They came on slowly. Heaviness oppressed 
The Saviour’s heart, and when the kindness 
Of His deep love was poured, He felt the need 
Of near communion, for His gift of strength 
Was wasted by the spirit’s weariness. 

He left them there, and went a little on, 

And in the depth of that hushed silentness, 
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Alone with God, He fell upon His face, 

And as His heart was broken with the rush 

Of His surpassing agony, and death 

Wrung to Him from a dying universe, 

Was mightier than the Son of man could bear, 
He gave His sorrows way, and in the deep 
Prostration of His soul, breathed out the prayer.” 


During all those hours, as He lay prostrate 
on the ground, looking forward with indescrib- 
able anguish to the time when the curse of God 
should fall with full weight upon Him, the one 
thing which seemed too terrible to endure He 
never once named. The reality was so much 
more dreadful than the anticipation, that He 
could not bring Himself to frame the words. 
The agony, so intense that great drops of bloody 
sweat fell from His face, never wrung it from 
His lips. He called it “the cup.” “O My 
Father, let this cup pass.” Only once, at the 
last, at the very end, from the midst of the 
appalling darkness of Calvary, with a piercing 
ery it burst from His lips. 

Christ prayed that His Father’s will should 
be done, and it was not the Father’s will that 
He should die there in the garden. Divine help 
came, for “there appeared an angel unto Him 
from heaven, strengthening Him.” It is writ- 
ten of Jesus that “in the days of His flesh” 
He “ offered up prayers and supplications with 
strong crying and tears unto Him that was able 
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to save Him from death, and was heard in that 
He feared.” Jesus did not ask to be saved from 
dying, but He did pray most earnestly to be 
saved from death. In order to redeem the lost, 
it was necessary that He should die in the sin- 
ner’s place and as his substitute, and this Jesus 
voluntarily offered to do, and for that purpose 
He came into the world. But the appalling 
temptation pressing upon His heart as He went 
out into the darkness, was that “sin was so 
offensive in the sight of His Father that He 
could not be reconciled to His Son.” This Jesus 
prayed against with all the intensity of His 
divine-human soul, and His prayer prevailed. 
He died, and He was saved from death. 


“ Father, if it be possible with Thee, 
Let this cup pass from Me.” Oh, how the word, 
Like the forced drop before the fountain breaks, 
Stilleth the press of human agony! 
The Saviour felt its quiet in His soul; 
And though His strength was weakness and the light 
Which led Him on till now was sorely dim, 
He breathed a new submission,—“ Not My will, 
But Thine, be done, O Father!” As He spoke, 
Voices were heard in heaven, and music stole 
Out from the chambers of the vaulted sky, 
As if the stars were swept like instruments. 


HIDE thy face, O Sun, from such a scene 
as this! And thou, O Earth, if thou shouldst 
tremble at the presence of the Lord, how shouldst 
thou now quake, when He who has upheld thee 
by the word of His power, descends to this 
awful extremity of suffering? And thou, O 
sinful man, what shall I say to thee? Should 
not thy heart break within thee, at the contem- 
plation of that infinite love which would suffer 
thus for thee? Should not thine eyes become 
a fountain of tears whenever thou thinkest 
of such compassion? And should not thy soul 
hate sin, henceforth, with perfect hatred, and 
flee for refuge to the hope which the immeasur- 
able suffering of thy Saviour sets before thee? 
— William P. Pinkham, ‘‘ The Lamb of God.” 


68 


Calvary 


Our appreciation of the redemption wrought 
for us by the Saviour on the cross will be in 
proportion to our realization of that from which 
we are rescued. Being saved from sin, we are 
also saved from the wages of sin. The Scripture 
says, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die,” and, 
“The wages of sin is death.” 

What is this death which is the wages of sin, 
and which Christ must have suffered as our 
substitute? It is evident that many regard the 
penalty for sin lightly. We read in the daily 
paper of some notorious criminal who has been 
tried and sentenced to death. Every detail of 
his conduct is graphically described. He ap- 
pears utterly hardened and stoical. He marches 
unmoved to the place of execution, and to the 
last moment exhibits no sign of fear or dread. 
To many this hardened stoicism appears quite 
heroic, and seems to form the basis of their con- 
ception of the proper attitude of one who rejects 
God’s mercy, and expects to receive the final 
punishment for his sins. Of course that is a 
very superficial view, but there is much that is 
superficial to-day in religion, as in other things. 

There are two methods which the enemy con- 
stantly employs to involve men in spiritual ruin. 
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He endeavors to make them disbelieve God’s 
word. Failing in this, he seeks to introduce into 
their minds a false or perverted theory of the 
word. One method may be as successful, and the 
result as disastrous, as the other. One man 
claims to disbelieve in hell altogether; another 
believes in an eternally burning, torturing hell. 
These theories are utterly at variance with the 
teaching of the Scriptures concerning the wages 
of sin, and also with the character of a God 
who is both infinitely merciful and infinitely just. 
Much of the emphasis is placed on the physical 
aspect of the punishment for sin, whereas sin 
is a moral and spiritual matter, and therefore 
the penalty must be visited chiefly in that realm. 

Civil governments inflict the penalty of phys- 
ical death for the violation of certain civil laws, 
but it cannot be supposed that the Ruler of the 
universe would impose no severer punishment 
for the transgression of an infinitely holy, per- 
fect, unchangeable, and necessary moral law. 
God gave this law to safeguard the highest in- 
terests of all created beings. It is the law of 
love. If obeyed, it results in eternal life, peace, 
and happiness. If disobeyed, it must bring a 
punishment proportionate to the infinite bless- 
ings rewarding obedience. This punishment is 
inconceivably terrible, and to ascertain what it 
is, and learn all that the Scriptures reveal con- 
cerning it, is the duty of every rational being. 
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If we choose to obey God, and thus escape the 
penalty of sin, we need to be intelligent concern- 
ing that penalty, that we may adequately ap- 
preciate the mercy and love of God. If we do 
not choose to accept salvation, we would be 
most irrational to plunge headlong into an eter- 
nity of which we know nothing. 

Surely no intelligent, candid person can study 
the Scriptures and fail to understand that those 
who persistently refuse to accept God’s plan of 
salvation as revealed in His word, inevitably 
bring upon themselves a fearful doom. The 
Bible leaves no room for uncertainty in this 
matter. 

’ “These shall go away into everlasting punish- 
ment: but the righteous into life eternal.” Matt. 
25: 46. 

“Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how 
can ye escape the damnation of hell?” Matt. 
23 : 33. 

“Many of them that sleep in the dust of 
the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, 
and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” 
Dan. 12: 2. 

“Who shall be punished with everlasting de- 
struction from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of His power.” 2 Thess. 1:9. 

The penalty is just and necessary. God would 
cease to be a moral being if He maintained im- 
moral beings in union with Himself. At the 
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time of the great rebellion in heaven, God was 
charged with being unjust and arbitrary in His 
requirements. God maintained that His law 
was a law of love, and was just and necessary. 
Should any intelligent being now disobey God, 
and the penalty be set aside, it would be an 
admission on the part of God before the whole 
universe that the charge against Him was true, 
that His law was either unjust or unnecessary. 
Therefore, God must visit the penalty upon 
every transgressor, in order to vindicate the 
righteousness of His own government. And if 
He in any case remits the penalty, He must 
first devise some means of justifying His course 
before the universe, and demonstrating His 
righteousness in so doing. 

So God instituted the great plan of redemp- 
tion by substitution. If the sinner does not 
suffer the wages of his sins, it must be because 
some one else, acceptable to God, has suffered 
the penalty for him. God’s love for man was 
so great that He Himself provided a substitute 
in the person of His Son. This is the gospel. 
“God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

All men are sinners. “The wages of sin is 
death.” Pardon and restoration to holiness and 
divine favor can come only through God’s ac- 
ceptance of the death of an innocent substitute 
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for the guilty sinner. The whole sacrificial 
system practiced so many centuries by God’s 
people, was designed to keep this great truth 
constantly before them. 

A sinner could, by his own death, meet the 
demands of the broken law, but no sinner could 
atone for the transgressions of another. Even 
had there been one sinless man on earth, his 
death could have been accepted for but one 
sinner. Furthermore, since mere physical death 
could not atone for the spiritual death entailed 
by sin, the innocent substitute must have been 
eternally lost. Nothing would be gained by 
permitting a righteous man to be eternally lost 
in order that an unrighteous man might be 
saved. But the Creator, unwilling that man 
should perish in his sins, provided a Substitute 
- capable of redeeming the whole race. This is 
the gospel which in all ages God has been re- 
vealing to man. There is no escape for any 
human being who has violated the divine law, 
except the one avenue which God in infinite 
love and mercy devised to save sinners. 

“How much more shall the blood of Christ, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 
without spot to God, purge your conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God?” 

Jesus Christ “offered Himself” to God to 
take the sinner’s place. By this course He would 
vindicate the law of God, proving that it is in- 
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finitely holy, just, and good, and at the same 
time make it possible for God to extend mercy 
to the penitent sinner. Christ understood that 
He would be required to suffer the exact penalty 
the worst sinner deserved. God said, “‘ The soul 
that sinneth, it shall die;” therefore, Jesus 
Christ must die as the sinner would have died. 
This the Saviour voluntarily came to earth to do. 
If we would appreciate what we are saved from, 
if we would have some adequate realization of 
what the finally impenitent must meet, we should 
study the death that Jesus died. 

Again we ask, What is that death which is 
the wages of sin, and which every human being 
will suffer or escape according to his own choice? 
Only one Man has ever lived in this world who 
has suffered that death, and who is thereby 
qualified to give us information concerning it. 

“We see Jesus, who was made a little lower 
than the angels for the suffering of death, 
crowned with glory and honor; that He by the 
grace of God should taste death for every man.” 
Heb. 2: 9. 

Knowing by experience the indescribable hor- 
ror of the sinner’s fate, Christ has given us 
some very solemn warnings concerning it: 

“T say unto you, That many shall come from 
the east and west, and shall sit down with Abra- 
ham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of 
heaven. But the children of the kingdom shall 
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be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Matt. 8:11, 12. 

“When the king came in to see the guests, 
he saw there a man which had not on a wedding 
garment: and he saith unto him, Friend, how 
camest thou in hither not having a wedding 
garment? And he was speechless. Then said 
the king to the servants, Bind him hand and 
foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer 
darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.” Matt. 22:11-13. 

“ But and if that evil servant shall say in his 
heart, My lord delayeth his coming, . . . the 
lord of that servant shall come in a day when 
he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he 
is not aware of, and shall cut him asunder, and 
appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: 
» there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
Matt. 24: 48-51. 

“Take therefore the talent from him, and 
give it unto him which hath ten talents. . . . 
And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer 
darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.” Matt. 25: 28-30. 

“Then said one unto him, Lord, are there few 
that be saved? And He said unto them, Strive 
to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say 
unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not 
be able.” “There shall be weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and 
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Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the 
kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out.” 
Luke 13:23, 28. 

Probably the most dreadful punishment men 
ean inflict is solitary confinement in darkness. 
It often drives men insane. 

God has attached to the violation of His law 
a penalty that is just and necessary. It is 
eternal exclusion and banishment from His pres- 
ence. It is the “outer darkness,” where there 
is “weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Even- 
tually the result, or consequence, of this separa- 
tion from God will be physical death. This is 
set forth in two other statements by Christ: 

“The Son of man shall send forth His angels, 
and they shall gather out of His kingdom all 
things that offend, and them which do iniquity; 
and shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there 
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.” Matt. 
13:41, 42. 

“Whose fan is in His hand, and He will 
thoroughly purge His floor, and gather His 
wheat into the garner; but He will burn up 
the chaff with unquenchable fire.” Matt. 3:12. 

When those who have determinedly and per- 
sistently refused all God’s offers of mercy and 
pardon, have received the just wages of their 
own obstinate choice, they will be east “into a 
furnace of fire,’ and burned up as chaff. But 
let no one think that the awful penalty which 
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Christ endured as our substitute, and which the 
finally impenitent must endure, is a light matter. 

When Jesus arrived at Golgotha, He was 
nailed to the cross; and it was uplifted and 
thrust into the place prepared for it. That 
mysterious transaction between God and His 
Son which was about to take place, marked the 
farthest point to which it was necessary to go 
to save sinners. There alone the Saviour could 
achieve that union with fallen men which was 
necessary to become their Substitute and Re 
deemer. The sufferings of the Deity did not 
begin nor end at the cross, but they focused 
there; hence the crucifixion marks the supreme 
moment, or climax, of the plan of redemption. 

The prophecies concerning the death of God’s 
Son were about fulfilled. Around the cross 
thronged a vast multitude. As the nails were 
driven into His hands, He prayed, “ Father, 
forgive them; for they know not what they do.” 
How true it was! they knew not what they did, 
nor what He was doing. While they were cruci- 
fying Him, He was redeeming them, and they 
sensed it not. The crowd saw only a human 
tragedy, and supposed this to be the end of one 
whose claim to heavenly origin was apparently 
coming to naught. 

The sins of the world were now resting upon 
Jesus. Did you ever stop to think how it would 
look could you see a scroll large enough to have 
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written upon it all the sins that have been com- 
mitted by human beings in six thousand years? 
What an appalling record! How it staggers 
the mind to contemplate it! Had these sins all 
been written out and placed in the hands of 
Jesus, the burden could not have been more 
real than it was at that hour. In Gethsemane, 
Christ had experienced a foretaste of the anguish 
of that moment when He, as the sinner’s sub- 
stitute, should descend into the outer darkness 
of spiritual separation from God. This penalty 
is something far beyond the possibility of man 
to inflict. 

“Upon Christ as our substitute and surety 
was laid the iniquity of us all. He was counted 
a transgressor, that He might redeem us from 
the condemnation of the law. The guilt of 
every descendant of Adam was pressing upon 
His heart. The wrath of God against sin, the 
terrible manifestation of His displeasure be- 
cause of iniquity, filled the soul of His Son 
with consternation. All His life Christ had been 
publishing to a fallen world the good news of 
the Father’s merey and pardoning love. Salva- 
tion for the chief of sinners was His theme. 
But now with the terrible weight of guilt He 
bears, He cannot see the Father’s reconciling 
face. The withdrawal of the divine counte- 
nance from the Saviour in this hour of supreme 
anguish pierced His heart with a sorrow that 
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can never be fully understood by man. So 
great was this agony that His physical pain 
was hardly felt. 

“Satan with his fierce temptations wrung the 
heart of Jesus. The Saviour could not see 
through the portals of the tomb. Hope did not 
present to Him His coming forth from the grave 
a conqueror, or tell Him of the Father’s accept- 
ance of the sacrifice. He feared that sin was so 
offensive to God, that their separation was to 
be eternal. Christ felt the anguish which the 
sinner will feel when mercy shall no longer plead 
for the guilty race. It was the sense of sin, 
bringing the Father’s wrath upon Him as man’s 
substitute, that made the cup He drank so bitter, 
and broke the heart of the Son of God.”—“ The 
Desire of Ages,’ pp. 752, 753. 

There is much about the matchless love of God 
in the gift of His Son to our fallen world that 
is mysterious and beyond the comprehension of 
our finite minds. The amazing condescension 
of Christ in uniting His divinity with our poor 
fallen humanity, is difficult to grasp. But as 
we contemplate this moment of supreme crisis 
on the cross, the mind fairly staggers in its 
effort to appreciate such unfathomable love. 
Jesus Christ, with all the weight of the world’s 
sins upon Him, was facing that outer darkness 
of spiritual separation from His Father, a 
region as yet unexplored by any human being. 
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Demons with all their satanic ingenuity were 
seeking to deepen the darkness about His soul. 
And the awful temptation was tugging at His 
heart that sin was so offensive in the sight of 
His Father that He could not be reconciled to 
His Son, that He was descending into a darkness 
that would be eternal. Even then He might 
have come down from the cross and refused to 
drink the cup, but, oh, amazing love! He de- 
termined to open the way to eternal joy for us, 
at any cost to Himself. Well may we join the 
devout poet in singing: 
“When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride.” 


For three long hours the earth was covered 
with a dense pall of darkness. Vivid flashes of 
lightning centering upon the cross seemed like 
the thunderbolts of divine wrath aimed at the 
dying Sufferer. During those three hours no 
words had escaped His lips. “Asa sheep before 
her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His 
mouth.” The consciousness of His Father’s 
presence which had sustained Him throughout 
His life, had left Him. He was drinking that 
dreadful cup over which He had wrestled so 
many hours in Gethsemane, but which He had 
never named. But now, with a sudden ery of 
inexpressible woe, the words burst from His 


CALVARY 81 


lips, ““My God, My God, why hast Thou for- 
saken Me?” 

He did not ery, “My Father,” for He was 
grappling with the overwhelming sense of aban- 
donment and despair. All the pain and agony 
and torture of the crucifixion were as nothing 
to the horror of spiritual separation from God. 
In descending into that outer darkness He was 
suffering not only the sorrows of death, but the 
pains of hell. 

“The sorrows of death compassed Me, and 
the pains of hell gat hold upon Me.” “ Great 
is Thy mercy toward Me: and Thou hast de- 
livered My soul from the lowest hell.” 

Think of it, sinner! all this was endured by 
thy Redeemer to rescue thee from eternal death, 
and open the gates for thee into eternal bliss 
and glory. How canst thou despise and reject 
such a Saviour? How canst thou turn from 
such a loving and reasonable appeal? 


“TI gave My life for thee, 
My precious blood I shed, 
That thou might’st ransomed be, 
And quickened from the dead; 
I gave, I gave My life for thee, 
What hast thou given for Me? 


“T suffered much for thee, 
More than thy tongue can tell, 
Of bit’rest agony, 
To rescue thee from hell; 
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V’ve borne, I’ve borne it all for thee, 
What hast thou borne for Me?” 


“When Jesus therefore had received the 
vinegar, He said, It is finished.” When that 
ery rang out in “clear, trumpet-like tones 
that seemed to resound throughout creation,” 
it marked the most sublime moment of all time 
for the human race. The great sacrifice was 
made, and salvation was assured to all who 
would accept the gift. He had gone down in 
the sinner’s place. He had shed His blood and 
paid the debt, though it broke His heart. 

The Saviour descended to this awful extrem- 
ity of suffering for sin, that He might bring us 
to God. When the requirements of divine jus- 
tice were fully met and the sacrifice complete, 
He declared, “It is finished.” He had given 
all that infinite love could give. There was a 
moment of exultant joy that the task was com- 
pleted and that eternal redemption for sinners 
was secure. Then the last cry of “ Father,” this 
time a ery of perfect resignation and trust, 
“into Thy hands I commend My spirit: and 
having said thus, He gave up the ghost.” 

As soon as He had fully carried out the terms 
of the covenant entered into between Himself 
and the Father, He surrendered up His physical 
life. He tasted death for every man. He had 
exalted the divine law, and shown its eternal 
and immutable character. He had vindicated 
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the justice and love of God by the shedding of 
His own blood for man’s redemption. 

But since it is declared that the wages of sin 
is death,— spiritual separation from God and 
destruction from His presence,— some do not 
understand how He could have suffered so great 
a penalty in so brief a time. Doubtless there is 
much in the atonement which we can neither 
explain nor comprehend. We know that His 
human capacity for suffering must have ex- 
ceeded all our understanding. In all His life 
not one spot or stain of sin had ever tarnished 
His mind. Not once did He diverge from the 
path of purity and obedience. His physical 
senses were never weakened and benumbed by 
the indulgence of depraved appetite or debasing 
practices. The exquisite sensitiveness of His 
perfect nervous organization would give Him a 
capacity for suffering immeasurably beyond that 
of the sinner. 

But above all this we must consider the par- 
ticipation of the Deity in the offering for sin. 
Jesus was not only the Son of man, but He was 
the Son of God. Leaving the glories of that 
upper world in which He was worshiped and 
adored as Creator and King, He descended to 
this fallen world, and “made Himself of no 
reputation, and took upon Him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
and being found in fashion as a man, He hum- 
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bled himself, and became obedient unto death. 
even the death of the cross.” Phil. 2:7, 8. 

Nothing less than the sacrifice of the Son of 
God as well as the Son of man was sufficient for 
the ransom of one soul. Nothing more than that 
is required for the redemption of every member 
of the human race. The great plan of the ages 
has now been carried out. “ Those things which 
God before had showed by the mouth of all His 
prophets, that Christ should suffer, He hath 
so fulfilled.” Acts 3:18. 


“Through all depths of sin and loss, 
Drop the plummet of the cross; 
Never yet abyss was found, 
Deeper than the cross could sound.” 


“Though now He has ascended to the pres- 
ence of God, and shares the throne of the uni- 
verse, Jesus has lost none of His compassionate 
nature. To-day the same tender, sympathizing 
heart is open to all the woes of humanity. To- 
day the hand that was pierced is reached forth 
to bless more abundantly His people that are in 
the world. . . . The soul that has given himself 
to Christ is more precious in His sight than the 
whole world. The Saviour would have passed 
through the agony of Calvary, that one might 
be saved in His kingdom. He will never aban- 
don one for whom He has died.”—“ The Desire 
of Ages,” p. 480. 
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“And hast thou heard, and hast not heeded yet? 
Then turn, in heaven’s name, and take the hand, 
Nail-pierced for you, that stretches out in love 
To give you gifts more precious than the wealth 
Of all earth’s millions blended into one. 

Oh, grasp that hand, and know the blessed joy 
Of sins forgiven, and the comfort of 

His all-abounding grace that heals the wounds 
Of sin, and every sadness mollifies. 

Thy Saviour waits, and shall He wait in vain?” 


Sin means eternal separation from God. It 
means the outer darkness of abandonment and 
despair, where there is weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. It means eternal exclusion from the 
glory and joy of the children of God. 

But the cross means reconciliation and union 
with the heavenly Father. It means an eternity 
of life and peace and happiness — eternal fel- 
lowship with the King of kings, who humbled 
Himself to become our brother and to die for 
our salvation. Each individual decides his eter- 
nal destiny by his own choice and by his attitude 
toward the cross of Christ. How irrational that 
any intelligent human being should close his 
eyes to this stupendous fact! 
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From His Presence 


ALL night I fled from God, along the waste 
And dreary spaces of an unknown land 

Where sorrow and sighing dwelt. I heard the ery 
Of stormy winds behind me, and I knew 

That darkly on their awful wings He rode 

Whom I would fain escape. The thunder pealed 
Above me, and in the thunder was the sound 

As of a trumpet, speaking terrible things, 

And waxing ever louder. For I had sinned, 
And God was now awake, and had arisen, 

And left His ancient place to deal with me. 


Through the long night I fled; yet God is fleet, 
And scorneth time and space.. How is it that He, 
Thus hastening after me, hath never laid 

His grasp upon my shoulder, hurling me 

Beneath His feet in death? Perchance His will 
Is not to smite me from behind; He trusts 

That I, being spent, must shortly turn and meet 
The majesty of His offended face, 

And die at sight of Him. And still I pressed 
Trembling across the rough and desolate ground, 
And went through swollen streams; and in the dark 
Fell, and arose, and faintly struggled on. 


Until at last, when night was almost done, 

I heard the sorrowful thunder of the sea, 

And saw the white waves breaking at my feet, 
And no way of escape on either hand. 

Then, death being close before and God behind, 
I turned at last to meet His face. And, lo, 

The storms were over, and the morning stars 
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Shone sweetly on the face of the One who wore 
The likeness of a man, and smiled on me. 

At sight of Him I eried aloud. For clear 

On the fair hair which caught the dawn, I saw 
A crown of knotted thorn; and on the white, 
Cold feet, mysterious scars; and on His mouth 
That smile, a smile for me. And I had drawn 
Those wounded feet behind me through the night 
Over the rough and stony ground; for still 

And ever He is seeking what is lost, 

And finding what had sought to hide from Him. 
Ah, this was He from whom all night I fled 

In trembling and despair. But at the dawn 
He showed Himself thus marvelous to me, 

And rose upon me, making darkness light. 


— Anonymous. 
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IN that strange cry that broke from the lips 

of the Master there are at least three things 
perfectly clear. Let them be named and con- ~ 
sidered. It is the cry of One who has reached : 
the final issue of sin. It is the cry of One 
who has fathomed the deepest depth of sorrow. 
It is the cry of One Himself o’erwhelmed in 
the mystery of silence. Sin, sorrow, silence. 
Sin at its final issue, sorrow at its deepest depth, 
silence the unexplainable mystery of agony, and 
agony of mystery. These are the facts suggested 
by the actual words. In that order let them be 
pondered reverently. 

“My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 

Me? ’’ The logical, irresistible, irrevocable issue 
of sin is to be God-forsaken. Sin in its genesis 
was rebellion against God. Sin in its harvest is 
to be God-abandoned. Man sinned when he de- 
throned God and enthroned himself. He reaps 
the utter harvest of his sin when he has lost 
God altogether. This is the issue of all sin. It 
is the final penalty of sin, penalty not in the 
sense of a blow inflicted on the sinner by God, 
but in the sense of a result following upon sin, 
from which God Himself cannot save the sinner. 
. . . Now listen solemnly, and from that cross 
hear the cry, ‘‘My God, My God, why hast 
Thou forsaken Me?’ . . . What explanation 
can there be of this cry from the lips of Jesus? 
None other is needed than that declared by His 
herald three years before. . . . ‘‘ Behold, the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of 
the world! ’’—G. Campbell Morgan, “‘ The 
Crises of the Christ,’ pp. 297, 298. 
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The Victory of the Cross 


THE magnetism of the cross draws us back 
»gain and again to contemplate its mysteries 
od to rejoice in its triumphs. Thus it was with 
ae men of God of ancient times, to whom the 
‘reat salvation was a matter of prophecy and 
)romise, prefigured by sacrificial types and of- 
‘erings. “ Of which salvation the prophets have 
nquired and searched diligently, who prophesied 
of the grace that should come unto you: search- 
ing what, or what manner of time the Spirit of 
Christ which was in them did signify, when it 
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and 
the glory that should follow.” 1 Peter 1:10, 11. 
Many of the prophecies must have been mys- 
terious and baffling even to the men through 
whom they were given. The promise to Abra- 
ham of a Redeemer indicated that He was to 
become one of our race. “In thy seed shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed.” Another 
prophecy foretells in Him the union of divinity 
with humanity: “ Therefore the Lord Himself 
shall give you a sign: Behold, a virgin shall con- 
ceive, and bear a son, and shall call His name 
Emmanuel ”— God with us. “Unto us a child 
89 
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is born, unto us a son is given: and the gov- 
ernment shall be upon His shoulder: and His 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince 
of Peace.” 

But most strange and startling and incompre- 
hensible were those prophecies which testified 
beforehand of the sufferings of the Messiah. 
There are two special chapters in the Old Testa- 
ment devoted wholly to a description of the 
sufferings of Christ. The fifty-third chapter of 
Isaiah describes vividly and in detail the mis- 
sion of Jesus as He offered Himself to be man’s 
substitute, taking the sinner’s burden of guilt, 
and receiving his punishment. It is impressive 
to go through the chapter carefully, and note 
each statement which sets forth His vicarious 
suffering to atone for the sins of men. 


“Surely He hath borne our griefs, 
And earried our sorrows.” 
“ He was wounded for our transgressions, 
He was bruised for our iniquities: 
The chastisement of our peace was upon Him; 
And with His stripes we are healed.” 
‘The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” 
“For the transgression of my people was He stricken. 
And He made His grave with the wicked, 
And with the rich in His death.” 
“ By His knowledge shall my righteous Servant justify 
many ; 
For He shall bear their iniquities.” 
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“He hath poured out His soul unto death: 
And He was numbered with the transgressors; 
And He bare the sin of many, 
And made intercession for the transgressors.” 


As we study these statements in the light of 
the Gospel narratives of the crucifixion, we see 
how fully the plan of God was carried out in 
every detail, and ample provision was made for 
the redemption of this lost world. 

In reading a book by Mr. John Stevenson, 
written nearly a century ago, I found some 
suggestions for meditation on the scenes of Cal- 
vary which may be helpful: 

“ Endeavor to bring fully before your mind — 

“1. The sufferer,—the Lord Jesus Christ, 
God over all, in your nature, dying as your 
surety. 

“2. The cause of the suffering, sin,— your 
sin, and the sin of the world. 

“3. The agents,— the law, Satan, man, and 
God. 

“4. The reality of Christ’s sufferings,— not 
a mere appearance of sorrow, but a real, acute, 
and exquisite sense of bodily agony and of 
mental anguish. 

“5. The place,— Golgotha, the hill of skulls; 
Calvary, the mount without the walls of Jeru- 
salem, where criminals were put to death. 

“6. The cireumstances,— a public execution, 
three crosses, and three crucified thereon, two 
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for theft, One in the midst, for sedition and 
blasphemy, even Jesus our blessed Saviour, con- 
demned alike in the spiritual and criminal courts 
of His native country: His back, excoriated by 
the scourge, pressing on the wood, His hands 
and feet pierced with nails, His sufferings 
mocked, His character vilified, His strength ex- 
hausted, His soul deserted, and His spirit as- 
sailed by the temptations of Satan.” 

The other special chapter alluded to in the 
Old Testament which reveals the sufferings of 
Christ is the twenty-second psalm. Here we 
have the Saviour’s own description, through His 
inspired prophet, of the experiences through 
which He would pass while on the cross. 

Let us first briefly notice, with but little com- 
ment, the events of the cross, that we may have 
a more concrete setting for a study of that- 
mighty victory which will be the science and 
the song of the universe throughout all eternity. 

“They bring Him unto the place Golgotha, 
which is, being interpreted, The place of a skull. 
And they gave Him to drink wine mingled with 
myrrh: but He received it not. And when they 
had crucified Him, they parted His garments, 
casting lots upon them, what every man should 
take. And it was the third hour, and they 
crucified Him.” Mark 15: 22-25. 

Thus we understand that Jesus was brought 
to the place of erucifixion about nine o’clock in 
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the morning. While He was being nailed to the 
cross, He prayed for His murderers. 

“Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for 
they know not what they do.” Luke 28: 84. 

It was probably near midday when Jesus ac- 
cepted the prayer of the penitent thief. 

“He said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me 
when Thou comest into Thy kingdom. And 
Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee 
to-day, Thou shalt be with Me in paradise.” 
Luke 28: 42, 43. 

Shortly after this He gave His mother into 
the care of the disciple John. 

“When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and 
the disciple standing by, whom He loved, He 
saith unto His mother, Woman, behold thy son! 
Then saith He to the disciple, Behold thy 
mother! And from that hour that disciple took 
her unto his own home.” John 19: 26, 27. 

About noon the supernatural darkness began. 

“When the sixth hour was come, there was 
darkness over the whole land until the ninth 
hour.” Mark 15:38. 

For about three hours no voice broke the 
silence, and no ray of light pierced the darkness 
that covered the land. Then about three o’clock 
the Saviour cried out with a loud voice. 

“ Now from the sixth hour there was darkness 
over all the land unto the ninth hour. And 
about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud 
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voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that 
is to say, My God, My God, why hast Thou 
forsaken Me?” Matt. 27:45, 46. 

Evidently in a few moments the darkness 
lifted, and Jesus spoke again. 

“When Jesus therefore had received the vine- 
gar, He said, It is finished.” John 19:30. 

Immediately afterward came the last words 
from the cross. 

“ And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, 
He said, Father, into Thy hands I commend 
My spirit: and having said thus, He gave up 
the ghost.” Luke 23: 46. 

What was passing through the mind of Jesus 
during those long hours of silence and darkness? 
It is impossible for us even to imagine. But at 
the close of those three hours, His grief burst 
forth in a loud and piercing ery. We turn to 
the twenty-second psalm and find revealed some- 
thing of what passed through His mind the next 
few moments. Centurics before, that ery from 
the cross had been recorded by the prophet of 
God. “My God, My God, why hast Thou for- 
saken Me?” 

It is said that in ancient times it was cus- 
tomary for some person to repeat audibly the 
first verse or the opening words of a psalm, and 
then for others to join in, repeating the re- 
mainder of the psalm audibly or mentally. The 
whole psalm is a prayer of such supernatural 
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intensity and power that we can only conceive 
of its origin in the mind of Christ. We have 
reason to believe that after speaking these first 
words audibly, He proceeded to pray through 
the whole psalm during the following moments. 
How could this prayer have been offered appro- 
priately at any other time in the world, or by 
any other person who has ever lived? If Jesus 
did not repeat the remainder of the psalm to 
God as His burning appeal and supplication, 
when could it ever have been offered to God 
as a prayer? 

How much of spiritual experience might be 
gained by the children of God if they would 
take time often to study this psalm, and visualize 
all its solemn utterances! From the midst of 
that mysterious darkness that enshrouded the 
eross, there suddenly rang out a loud, piercing 
ery, uttered in tones of anguish such as had 
never fallen upon the ears of men or angels 
before, ‘“‘My God, My God, why hast Thou for- 
saken Me?” 

Let us pause in solemn awe and contemplate 
the meaning of these mysterious words. How 
amazing and dreadful is the thought they con- 
vey! To think of an intelligent, rational being 
forsaken of God, and yet erying out in prayer 
to Him! And then to think who this was that 
uttered the prayer — the One of whom God had 
testified on two different occasions, “ This is 
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My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 
Now He is apparently forsaken of God, yet 
praying to Him with unutterable pathos. He 
is the One who took your place and mine, who 
bore our sins out into the darkness of abandon- 
ment and despair. 

For many hours He had been the object of 
bitterest hatred, of taunts and jeers, of smiting 
and spitting, and such inhuman abuse as only 
men inspired by demons could inflict. He had 
been tried by an earthly tribunal both religious 
and civil, had been unjustly condemned, and 
now men have done their worst, having nailed 
Him to the cross, and lifting it up, thrust it 
violently into the place prepared for it. 

But while His body is thus tortured with ex- 
cruciating pain, and His mind harassed by the 
disappointment and sorrow of abandonment by 
human friends, He is brought in spirit before 
the great tribunal of heaven for trial at the 
bar of God. The eternal Judge came down to 
Calvary, and set up that court where the souls 
of men are tried. It was the great judgment 
day for the sinner’s Substitute. The divine 
Judge had “laid upon Him the iniquity of us 
all,” and now, looking upon that appalling bur- 
den of guilt, He must inevitably let the law take 
its course. He could not deliver His beloved 
Son, for He had “made Him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
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righteousness of God in Him.” As God pro- 
nounced the sentence and turned away His face, 
there burst from the lips of Jesus the bitterest 
ery that had ever been heard in the universe, 
“My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me?” 

During those hours of darkness Christ was 
assailed by Satan and all the forces of the rebel 
leader. But it was not His physical sufferings, 
nor the desertion by His friends, nor the assaults 
of Satan, nor even the sins of the world, which 
wrung from His lips that exceeding bitter ery. 
There was something infinitely worse than all 
these, against which He had wrestled during 
those dark hours in Gethsemane, repeating over 
and over the cry, “ My Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from Me.” He had been un- 
moved by all the unfeeling mockery of the 
crowd; He had given the loving assurance to 
the penitent thief. Now through those long 
hours of darkness and silence He had been 
drinking the cup against which He had prayed 
in the garden. 

Jesus had left His position of power and 
glory at the right hand of God, and had come 
to earth as a little babe, thus identifying Him- 
self with sinful humanity, that He might be 
their Saviour. Step by step through the years 
of childhood, youth, and young manhood, He 
had qualified Himself to be a merciful and 
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faithful high priest who could be “touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities.” He had 
spent years in patient and sympathetic minis- 
try to the poor, the sick, and the despairing. 
All this He had done voluntarily, and now He 
had come to that hour when, as the sinner’s 
substitute, He must descend into the outer dark- 
ness of God-abandonment. In response to His 
ery of sorrow and despair, no answer came from 
God the Father. 

I have often tried to sense how that ery of 
anguish must have rent the heart of Mary, the 
mother of Jesus. In His infancy the messenger 
of the Lord had said to her, “ Yea, a sword shall 
pierce through thy own soul also,” but she little 
knew at that time what the experience would be. 
And how that cry must have wrung the hearts 
of Christ’s disciples who were scattered among 
the crowd! With what sickening pain must the 
beloved disciple have looked upon his dying 
Master, and heard that piteous plea! But above 
all others, how must that ery have pierced the 
heart of the Father! 

Only recently a young lady said to me, “I 
wish you could tell me how I ean learn to love 
God the Father. I can love Jesus; I can under- 
stand Him; He died for me, and His life and 
ministry and companionship seem real; but the 
Father seems so remote and unreal. I do not 
know how to love Him.” 
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Surely the contemplation of the scenes of 
Calvary should awaken love in the sinner’s heart 
for the Father. It seems to me that any true 
human father could understand how much 
easier it would be to lay down his own life for 
another, than to surrender up his beloved child 
to die a dreadful death in behalf of a criminal. 
What infinite love must have constrained the 
heart of God as He yielded up His Son to die 
for a race of sinners! How can we contemplate 
such a sacrifice and not love Him in return? 

But that ery from the cross must have struck 
terror and consternation to the heart of Satan 
and all the hosts of evil. Though they had con- 
centrated against Him all the malignant powers 
of darkness, yet in the hour of supreme crisis 
He still prayed, His spirit cried to God, His 
faith held. 

There are three questions in this final prayer 
of Christ: 

“Why hast Thou forsaken Me?” 

“Why art Thou so far from helping Me, 

“ And from the words of My roaring?” Ps. 
22:1. 

We may not be able to understand nor answer 
these questions fully, but we may know enough 
to sense their deep significance, and to increase 
our interest in the study of what is revealed. 
Why had God forsaken Him? Since God had 
laid upon Him the iniquities of us all, it was 
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necessary that He should recognize Christ as 
the sin bearer. The only way He could do this 
was to turn away from His Son, and visit the 
wages of sin upon Him. That expresses God’s 
recognition of sin, His attitude toward sin. In 
thus turning from His own beloved Son, God 
showed how revolting sin is to Him. In what 
way could He so deeply impress the onlooking 
universe with the deadly, malignant nature of 
sin? He could not tolerate it even in His only 
begotten Son. He also thus demonstrated the 
immutability of the divine law. That law, which 
is holy, just, and good, demands the death of 
the sinner; and when Jesus took upon Him the 
sins of men, the Father must turn away from 
Him. 

“Why art Thou so far from helping Me?” 
What divine self-restraint it must have required 
on the part of the Father to withhold aid from 
His Son in the awful extremity of His suffer- 
ing! But in the eternal ages the justice and 
righteousness of all God’s ways will be fully 
vindicated. 

There was a time when discord existed in 
heaven. Lucifer, one of the most exalted of the 
angels, became jealous of the position occupied 
by the Son of God, and determined that he would 
be exalted above Christ. There was war in 
heaven, and Lucifer and his sympathizers were 
cast out; but the issue was not finally settled at 
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that time. The fallen Lucifer introduced his 
rebellion into this world, and for ages had ear- 
ried on his insidious schemes to thwart the plans 
of God to rescue humanity. From the hour 
of Christ’s birth on earth, this mighty rebel 
chief had marshaled all his forces against the 
Saviour, seeking to discourage Him and over- 
throw His work, and if possible destroy His 
life. At the time of the crucifixion the contro- 
versy had reached its supreme crisis, and the 
question of supremacy was to be eternally set- 
tled. Through endless ages the redeemed of 
earth will ascribe glory and honor and praise 
to Him who triumphed over sin for us. 

“Why art Thou so far . . . from the words 
of My roaring?” In the fifth chapter of He- 
brews we read: “ Though He were a Son, yet 
learned He obedience by the things which He 
suffered.” It was necessary that He should suf- 
fer that He might learn obedience, or experience 
obedience for all our disobedience. Through 
this suffering He was-being qualified to be the 
Captain of our salvation. It was because “ He 
humbled Himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross,” that “ God 
also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a 
name which is above every name: that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
the earth; and that every tongue should confess 
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that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.” 

Returning to the twenty-second psalm, we 
continue our study of His prayer: “O My God, 
I ery in the daytime, but Thou hearest not; and 
in the night season, and am not silent.” Many 
a night Jesus had spent in prayer, and His 
gracious ministry of healing and restoration 
day by day witnessed to the prevailing power 
of His prayers. But the sorrowful prayer ex- 
tending over those dark hours in Gethsemane, 
of which this is a continuation, seemed un- 
answered still. Notwithstanding all the mystery 
of darkness and silence, there came from His 
heart the note of unwavering confidence in the 
righteousness and justice of His Father. “But 
Thou art holy, O Thou that inhabitest the praises 
of Israel.” 

Immediately He urged an unanswerable argu- 
ment, touching in its childlike simplicity and 
appeal: “Our fathers trusted in Thee: they 
trusted, and Thou didst deliver them. They 
cried unto Thee, and were delivered: they trusted 
in Thee, and were not confounded.” 

And now He looks at Himself in His pitiable 
condition, and seeks to justify the Father: “ But 
I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, 
and despised of the people.” As He looked at 
His poor, pain-racked body, He recognized the 
helplessness of humanity. How utterly power- 
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less is the flesh to aid the spirit! Man may glory 
in his physical strength, but the day inevitably 
comes when he recognizes it is but animate dust 
of the earth — just a worm. 

Have we any true conception of the unspeak- 
able condescension of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, in coming down and linking Himself with 
humanity? Can you imagine yourself, your 
nature, your mind, with the functions of a 
rational and cultured intellect and emotions 
and will, confined in a worm of the dust? What 
inexpressible degradation it would be to put 
your intelligent human personality into a worm! 
Yet how utterly inadequate is such a suggestion 
to represent the condescension of the Son of 
the infinite God to come and dwell in this poor 
human flesh! How appropriately may we, in 
the presence of that cross, prostrate ourselves 
before our Redeemer, and say, “I am a worm, 
and no man.” 

In verses 7 to 18 the Saviour describes the 
scenes that would be enacted by the unfeeling 
throng about the cross,—the cruel mockery 
and taunts and jeers, and the awful extremity 
of helplessness and suffering to which He had 
come. But this only increases the intensity and 
perseverance of His prayer, which reaches its 
climax in verses 19-25: 

“But be not Thou far from Me, O Lord: O 
My strength, haste Thee to help Me. Deliver 
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My soul from the sword; My darling from the 
power of the dog. Save Me from the lion’s 
mouth: for Thou hast heard Me from the horns 
of the unicorn.” The twenty-first verse is also 
rendered, “ Save Me from the lion’s mouth, from 
the horns of the unicorns. Thou hast heard Me.” 

It is evident that this marks the turning point 
in this great struggle upon the cross. It marks 
the farthest limit of the Saviour’s suffering, 
when the tide turned, and by a mighty effort 
He reached up the hand of faith through the 
darkness, and laid hold of God and claimed the 
eternal victory. At that moment when the whole 
universe seemed to be against Him; when all 
was darkness about Him; when no angel came 
to sustain Him; when the devil was battling 
against Him with all his forces ; when even the 
face of God was turned away, He looked up with 
the eyes of faith and said, “God hath heard 
Me.” From this point to the close of the prayer 
there is a clear note of victory. By faith He 
looked forward to the day when He would stand 
with those whom He had redeemed and adopted, 
in the presence of God. “TI will declare Thy 
name unto My brethren: in the midst of the 
congregation will I praise Thee.” 

Then He concluded this triumphant prayer 
with the words, “They shall come, and shall 
declare His righteousness unto a people that 
shall be born, that He hath done this.” 
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The last word of this verse is supplied, so 
that it should read, “He hath done,” which is 
also rendered, “ It is finished.” 

Thus the first verse begins with the loud ery 
of agony, “My God, My God, why hast Thou 
forsaken He?” and the last ends with the second 
loud ery, “It is finished.” “Father, into 
Thy hands I commend My spirit.” 

May we not see in this chapter something 
of what transpired in the experience of Jesus 
during those moments of supreme crisis in His 
sacrifice for us? It begins in the darkest mo- 
ment, when the hiding of His Father’s face 
seemed unendurable; and closes with the expres- 
sion of unwavering confidence in the Father’s 
acceptance of His sacrifice, and of everlasting 
victory and joy for His church. 

“ Amid the awful darkness, apparently for- 
saken of God, Christ had drained the last dregs 
in the cup of human woe. In those dreadful 
hours He had relied upon the evidence of His 
Father’s acceptance heretofore given Him. He 
was acquainted with the character of His Father, 
He understood His justice, His mercy, and His 
great love. By faith He rested in Him whom 
it had ever been His joy to obey. And as in 
submission He committed Himself to God, the 
sense of the loss of His Father’s favor was with- 
drawn. By faith, Christ was victor.”—“ The 
Desire of Ages,” p. 756. 
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In the midst of the awful darkness His faith 
was completely triumphant, and God testified 
at last to the victory that was His. O for the 
faith of Jesus! Years later the apostle Paul 
wrote, “I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless 
I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave Himself for me.” This is the faith we need, 
and the faith He is ever ready to impart. It is 
“the faith of Jesus” inseparably coupled with 
the “commandments of God” in the remnant 
church. It is expressed in the poem: 


“O for a faith that will not shrink, 

Though pressed by many a foe : 

That will not tremble on the brink 
Of poverty or woe; 


“That will not murmur or complain 
Beneath the chastening rod, 
But in the hour of grief or pain 
Can lean upon its God. 


“A faith that shines more bright and clear 
When tempests rage without; 
That when in danger knows no fear, 
In darkness feels no doubt; 


“That bears unmoved the world’s dread frown, 
Nor heeds its scornful smile; 
That sin’s wild ocean cannot drown, 
Nor its soft arts beguile. 
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“Lord, give me such a faith as this, 
And then, whate’er may come, 
T’ll taste e’en here the hallowed bliss 

Of an eternal home.” 


THE life stirring within his soul comes to a 
higher experience. He sees the holy beauty of 
Jesus. ‘‘ This man hath done nothing amiss,’ 
he testifies. The court had condemned Jesus. 
The high priest had reviled Him. The mob had 
haled Him to Calvary. His friends had deserted 
Him. Yet this daring mind, this awakened 
soul, this man whose witnessing mouth might 
have been shut by a rude Roman blow, will re- 
verse the judgment of them all, and as though 
he were clothed in ermine declares, ‘‘ This man 
hath done nothing amiss.” 

When a man has come to see the holiness of 
Jesus, he is ‘‘ not far from the kingdom.’’ And 


so I see him turn from his fellow malefactor, 
lean out toward Jesus, though the blood drops 
from His pierced hands and feet, and in the 
most daring and triumphant prayer that ever a 


sinner offered, render up his soul to Jesus: 
“Lord, remember me when Thou comest into 
Thy kingdom.” 

Ah! thou first Christian believer, thou mighty 
Christian thinker, what didst thou see? Thou 
sawest thy Lord in the victim on the cross, as 
we have all been trying to do since that day. 
Thou sawest the kingdom beyond the cross, 
which no man then had eyes to see but thee. 
Thou sawest the true blessedness of man — not 
a paltry salvation then, not to be taken down 
from the cross to live the old life, but to keep 
the company, and to live in the fellowship of 
Jesus, and to join in the throng who shall make 
up the redeemed. Thou sawest the certainty of 
the life after death, and didst fearlessly face the 
shadows, sure of light beyond. Thou knewest 
that where Jesus is, there is heaven.— W. M. 
Clow, in “‘ The Way of the Cross.’’ 
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The Cross and the 
Crucifixion 


“SUSPENDED on the cross! On His pale brow 
Hang the cold drops of death; through ev’ry limb 
The piercing torture rages; ev’ry nerve, 
Stretched with excess of pain, trembles convulsed. 
Now look beneath, and view the senseless crowd; 
How they deride His sufferings, how they shake 
Their heads contemptuous, while the bitter taunt, 
More bitter than the gall they gave, insults 

. The agony of Him on whom they gaze. 
But hark! He speaks, and the still hovering breath 
Wafts His last prayer to all-approving heaven; 
‘Forgive them, for they know not what they do.’” 


In gaining a true understanding of the aton- 
ing sacrifice of Christ, it is necessary to study 
carefully the distinction between the cross and 
the crucifixion. The scripture states that Christ, 
“through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 
without spot to God,” to take the sinner’s place 
and suffer the penalty of the violated law. This 
was also the Father’s plan, and so Christ came 
in harmony with “the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God.” 

While it was the purpose of the Father that 
Jesus should make a voluntary offering of His life 
to redeem the fallen race, it was never His plan 
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that the very ones for whom He was making 
this infinite sacrifice, should put their Saviour 
to a violent and shameful death. It was not 
God’s choice that Judas should betray His Lord, 
nor that the religious leaders of the chosen na- 
tion should deny Him “ in the presence of Pilate, 
when he was determined to let Him go,” and 
desire “a murderer to be granted unto them.” 
Nevertheless, having committed Himself to the 
task of.reconciling the world to God, the Saviour 
was willing to endure whatever Satan and sin 
might interpose to thwart the divine plan. 

Many have such a superficial view of the 
atonement that they regard the physical death 
of Jesus as a direct result of the crucifixion, and 
regard that death as the sacrifice which atones 
for our sins. There is a wide distinction be- 
tween the voluntary sacrificial offering of Christ 
by which we are redeemed, and the diabolical 
crime of men in publicly executing Him on the 
cross. 

Christ taken by wicked hands and slain, is 
the greatest of all crimes the universe has known. 
It was the climax of sin and rebellion, and was 
no necessary part of God’s plan for man’s salva- 
tion. Christ’s voluntary offering of His life for 
sinners, is the most sublime moral act of all 
eternity. 

The cross, as it represents the voluntary sac- 
rifice of Christ, reveals the infinite measure of 
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the love of God, and the inconceivable length to 
which He was willing to go for our redemption. 
The crucifixion represents the fiendish, malig- 
nant nature of sin, from which the atoning sac- 
rifice of Christ alone can save us. 

It makes a very great difference whether we 
think of the crucifixion as a diabolical work of 
men, which was necessary for our salvation, or 
as a tragedy brought about by the opposition of 
human and satanic agencies against a voluntary 
work of God to save sinners. God’s plan em- 
braced the sacrifice of His Son as our substitute 
and sin bearer, but it is unthinkable that He 
should devise a plan that would make it neces- 
sary for Judas to betray Him or for cruel men 
to put Him to death. Nevertheless, God knew 
that the hatred and opposition of men and 
demons would result in the denial and cruci- 
fixion of Christ, and He permitted it, and in 
His infinite wisdom and power He has ordained 
that it shall be one of the most potent factors 
in arousing the moral sensibilities of men and 
bringing conviction and repentance. 

Many seem to think little about the cross be- 
yond its physical aspects. It brings to them a 
picture of Christ with arms outstretched and 
with wounds and blood on head, hands, feet, and 
side. The vision which is restricted to mere 
mortal agony entirely misses the significance of 
the vicarious offering. It is essential that we 
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look beyond the human tragedy, and apprehend 
the spiritual and mediatorial transaction be- 
tween the Father and the Son. The unspeakable 
cruelty of men, and the agony and shame of 
the innocent victim awaken our sympathy, but 
it is the realization of the atoning work of Christ 
that brings an awful sense of guilt, and leads to 
repentance and self-humiliation. 

The cross and the curse and death belong to 
the sinner. Left to himself, he must carry the 
burden of guilt into the outer darkness of God- 
abandonment and despair, where “ there is weep- 
ing and gnashing of teeth.” But when Jesus 
went to the cross, He attained that identity with 
sinners which enabled the Father to lay our sins 
upon Him, and His righteousness upon us. Thus 
the cross is the actual and only meeting place 
between God and man. In the mysterious union 
formed between the sinner and Christ at the 
cross, the Saviour bears away the guilt, and the 
sinner receives the righteousness of Christ. O 
wondrous provision of divine grace! 

“Without the cross, man could have no union 
with the Father. On it depends our every hope. 
From it shines the light of the Saviour’s love; 
and when at the foot of the eross the sinner 
looks up to the One who died to save him, he 
may rejoice with fullness of joy; for his sins 
are pardoned. Kneeling in faith at the cross, 
he has reached the highest place to which man 
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can attain.”—“ The Acts of the Apostles,” pp. 
209, 210. 

There were many classes represented in the 
great throng that surrounded the cross. The 
gospel narrative records representative state- 
ments from these various classes, all of which 
reveal the erroneous views held and their utter 
blindness regarding the character of the events 
taking place before their eyes. 

“ They that passed by railed on Him, wagging 
their heads, and saying, Ah, Thou that destroy- 
est the temple, and buildest it in three days, 
save Thyself, and come down from the cross.” 

Probably a large majority in that great mul- 
titude entertained the common error that no one 
will suffer if he can possibly avoid it. The very 
fact that Christ remained on the cross was suffi- 
cient evidence to these superficial people that 
He was powerless to help Himself. To them He 
was a deluded fanatic, or an impostor, who had 
been caught in the meshes of fate and was suffer- 
ing the consequences of His folly. 

“ Likewise also the chief priests mocking said 
among themselves with the scribes, He saved 
others; Himself He cannot save. Let Christ the 
King of Israel descend now from the cross, that 
we may see and believe.” 

What amazing spiritual blindness of the re- 
ligious leaders of the nation! It was at their 
demand that the crime was being committed. 
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Their ignorance of the first principles of salva- 
tion were revealed in their mockery of the dying 
Saviour. They admitted that He saved others, 
but could not see that this made it impossible 
to save Himself. Had He accepted their chal- 
lenge and saved Himself, all mankind would be 
forever lost. They were the priests and leaders 
who were familiar with centuries of typical sac- 
rifices of unnumbered lambs as a representation 
of the substitutionary sacrifice of the promised 
Messiah, the Lamb of God. And now that the 
real sacrifice was being made, they were mock- 
ing and jeering at Him. 

“One of the malefactors which were hanged 
railed on Him, saying, If Thou be Christ, save 
Thyself and us.” 

It seems little wonder that when the religious 
leaders and representatives of the people failed 
utterly to discern the true significance of the 
sacrifice, this poor criminal should see only the 
human tragedy. But it is also a solemn warning 
to men against blindly following a religious 
hierarchy without a personal knowledge and 
understanding of the light of God. 

“The soldiers also mocked Him, coming to 
Him, and offering Him vinegar, and saying, 
If Thou be the King of the Jews, save Thyself.” 

In that dread hour the universe looked on in 
solemn silence and dismay, and a pall of dark- 
ness fell over the earth in token of the sympathy 
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of inanimate nature with its suffering and ex- 
piring Author. Man alone, with a heart un- 
feeling as adamant, mocked and scoffed and 
derided the Christ. 

From the great throng the ery, “Save Thy- 
self,” arose to His ears again and again, testi- 
fying to the blindness of all those human wit- 
nesses who saw only a dying man, and supposed 
this to be the end. 

But there was a single exception to this almost 
universal blindness. Among all the mocking 
voices crying, “ Save Thyself,” one solitary man 
eried, “ Save me.” 

“One of the malefactors which were hanged 
railed on Him, saying, If Thou be Christ, save 
Thyself and us. But the other answering re- 
buked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, 
seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And 
we indeed justly ; for we receive the due reward 
of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing 
amiss. And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember 
me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom.” 

The poor dying thief called Him Lord. He 
alone among all that vast throng recognized 
Jesus as the Saviour. He saw something trans- 
piring that others did not see. For centuries 
God’s chosen people had brought the innocent 
lamb to the temple daily. Men laid their hands 
upon its head, and confessed their sins, and it 
was slain as a type of the atoning sacrifice of 
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that One who was to come. Now He is here, 
and the great antitypical offering is being made. 
He is “ wounded for our transgressions,” He is 
“bruised for our iniquities,” “and the Lord 
hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” 

But only the dying thief understood. He saw 
in Jesus the Good Shepherd laying down His 
life for the sheep, and he realized that if Christ 
should save Himself, the human race would be 
lost. He also saw a kingdom beyond the dark- 
ness and agony and death of Jesus, into which 
he might enter at last by virtue of that death. 

Probably the mother of Jesus, and all His 
friends and disciples who might be looking on, 
hoped that He would descend from the cross. 
Because of a lack of discernment of what God 
was doing, they would doubtless have taken 
Him down had it been possible, and have pre- 
vented Him from finishing the work He had 
undertaken to perform. 

But the poor thief understood. He saw the 
fulfilment of that promise toward which the 
sacrifice of an unblemished lamb by a sinner 
had pointed forward for four thousand years. 
He saw in Jesus the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sins of the world. He saw beyond the 
dreadful crime against the Innocent One the 
great reality that Christ was bearing our sins 
in His own body on the tree. He saw the human 
pain and agony, in which he also shared; but 
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beyond that he saw what others did not see,— 
a great transaction between the Father and His 
Son, by which the sins of men were dealt with 
and disposed of to the satisfaction of the Father, 
and a way of escape made for sinners. He saw 
the Saviour reconciling man to God, and open- 
ing the way into His eternal kingdom. For a 
place in that kingdom he made request. ‘‘ And 
he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when 
Thou comest into Thy kingdom.” 

Instantly came the ringing assurance, “ Verily 
I say unto thee to-day, shalt thou be with Me in 
Paradise.” 

Thus God ever rewards true faith. One who 
could look at the Man on the cross, dying an 
ignominious death in company with vile crimi- 
nals, and believe in Him, and pray to Him as 
the promised Saviour and King, possessed a 
faith which God honors. 

Evidently the physical death of Jesus was not 
the result of the crucifixion, but was a voluntary 
laying down of His life in harmony with the 
divine plan. Death by means of crucifixion was 
a long, lingering process, requiring many hours, 
and usually some days. Joseph of Arimathza 
“went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus.” 
“ Pilate marveled if He were already dead.” 

Jesus had declared to His disciples that His 
death depended upon Himself. ‘I am the good 
shepherd: the good shepherd giveth His life 
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for the sheep.” “As the Father knoweth Me, 
even so know I the Father: and I lay down My 
life for the sheep.” “ Therefore doth My Father 
love Me, because I lay down My life, that I 
might take it again. No man taketh it from Me, 
but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to 
lay it down, and I have power to take it again. 
This commandment have I received of My 
Father.” John 10:11, 15, 17, 18. 

Jesus said, “ Father, into Thy hands I com- 
mend My spirit: and having said thus, He gave 
up the ghost.” When He had fully carried out 
the terms of the agreement with the Father for 
the salvation of men, He surrendered up His 
physical life. It is true that men were just as 
guilty before God of the murder of Jesus as 
though their hands had taken His life, for the 
guilt lies in the intention and will. In their 
wills and hearts they killed Him. Nevertheless, 
His life was not taken from Him, but was vol- 
untarily laid down as a propitiation for our sins. 

The historic crucifixion represents the attitude 
of men toward Christ. The cross —the volun- 
tary sacrifice of His life — represents the atti- 
tude of God toward men. That crucifixion was 
local in time and place, yet it was world wide 
in application, and it embodied a great prin- 
ciple. 

“The whole world stands charged to-day with 
the deliberate rejection and murder of the Son 
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of God. The Word bears record that Jews and 
Gentiles, kings, governors, ministers, priests, and 
people,— all classes and sects who reveal the 
same spirit of envy, hatred, prejudice, and un- 
belief manifested by those who put to death the 
Son of God,— would act the same part were 
the opportunity granted, as did the Jews and 
people of the time of Christ. They would be 
partakers of the same spirit that demanded the 
death of the Sen of God.” 

“The world is soon to be judged. A right- 
eous God must avenge the death of His Son. 
To-day men are choosing Barabbas, and saying, 
Crucify Christ. . . . Those who to-day despise 
the law of Jehovah, showing no respect for His 
commandments, are taking sides with the great 
apostate. They proclaim to a sin-corrupted 
world that the law of God is null and void. 
Those who declare this as truth deceive the 
people, and have virtually nailed the law of 
Jehovah to the cross between two thieves. . . 
Before the worlds unfallen, and the heavenly 
universe, the world will have to give an account 
to the Judge of the whole earth, the very one 
they condemned and crucified. What a reckon- 
ing day that will be! It is the great day of 
God’s vengeance. Christ does not then stand 
at Pilate’s bar. Pilate and Herod, and all that 
mocked, scourged, rejected, and crucified Him, 
will then understand what it means to feel the 
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wrath of the Lamb.”—*“ Testimonies to Minis- 
ters,’ pp. T8L 182: 

As we kneel in faith at the cross day by day, 
let us seek to see beyond the humiliation and 
shame, beyond the physical torture and suffering 
of Jesus. Let us pray for divine illumination, 
that we may comprehend more and more that 
spiritual and mediatorial work by which we are 
reconciled to God through the death of His Son. 
Let us learn by experience what it means that 
“He made Him to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin, that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him.” 


My God, I Love Thee 


THou, O my Jesus, Thou didst me 
Upon the eross embrace! 

For me didst bear the nails and spear, 
And manifold disgrace, 


And griefs and torments numberless, 
And sweat of agony, 

Yea, death itself,— and all for one 
That was an enemy. 


Then why, O blessed Jesus Christ, 
Should I not love Thee well? 

Not for the hope of winning heaven, 
Nor of escaping hell; 
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Not with the hope of gaining aught, 
Not seeking a reward; 

But as Thyself hast loved me, 
O everlasting Lord, 


E’en so I love Thee, and will love, 
And in Thy praise will sing, 
Solely because Thou art my God, 

And my eternal King. 


— Francis Xavier. 
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YEA, Lord and Saviour! I raise myself this 
hour and approach Thy cross! Thou didst bring 
there an offering for me; I come and bring mine 
to Thee. I come, Lord, and strip myself of 
everything, and declare to Thee that there is 
nothing in the world of which I boast but only 
the cross, on which I see Thee fastened. At 
Thy feet I cast all my pretended greatness: Thy 
cross eclipses and annihilates it. I offer up to 
Thee all in which I have heretofore gloried. I 
tread my righteousness under my feet; because 
I know that what I called my righteousness was 
nothing but unrighteousness. I tread my holi- 
ness under my feet; because I know that what I 
called holiness was nothing but shame. I tread 
my meritorious works under my feet; because 
I know that among them there is not one to be 
found pure, and that those things by which I 
believed life could be merited deserve for me 
only condemnation. 

There remains for me nothing, O Lord! See 
me here as Thou wilt have me, see me in the 
dust, see me wretched, poor, blind, and naked 
before Thee. Give me Thy gold, purified in the 
fire, that I may be rich! Give me the white 
robes of Thy righteousness, that I may clothe 
myself, and that the shame of my nakedness may 
not appear.— J. H. Merle D’Aubigne, D. D. 
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The Cross and Sin 


THE terrible havoc sin has wrought in us can 
be realized only in the presence of the awful 
tragedy of Calvary. The dreadful and inevi- 
table consequences of sin may be judged by the 
unspeakable cost of redemption. Our apprecia- 
tion of the atonement will be in proportion to 
our realization of the horror of that evil which 
made the atonement necessary. We need to be 
awakened to sense the deadly, malignant nature 
of the sin from which there was no escape but 
by way of Gethsemane and Calvary. 

Those who are familiar with the Scriptures 
will recognize the definition of sin given by the 
apostle John: “ Whosoever committeth sin trans- 
gresseth the law: for sin is the transgression 
of the law.” Sin as an act, is the transgres- 
sion of the law. But we are living in an 
age of lawlessness. Many laws of the land are 
of secondary importance, and are transgressed 
daily through ignorance or carelessness. Hun- 
dreds of men who commit the most serious in- 
fractions of the law escape with little or no 
punishment. 

The tendency of these things is to minimize 
in our minds the seriousness of the matter of 
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law breaking. We readily forget that it is not 
possible to transgress the slightest detail of the 
divine law without entailing the most terrible 
consequences. The transgressor of civil law is 
a criminal. The transgressor of the divine law 
is a moral criminal. He is lawless. Hence it 
is the moral law of ten commandments which 
points out sin, and without the law there would 
be no consciousness of sin, and no transgression. 

The moral law is an expression of the charac- 
ter of God. It is a law of love, mercy, truth, 
and holiness. Therefore the sinner is antago- 
nistic, not only to the government of God as 
expressed in the letter of the law, but also to 
His character — His love, purity, truth, and 
goodness. 

There is only one remedy for sin as a violation 
of the law of Jehovah. ‘ All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all.” ‘ Who His own self bare 
our sins in His own body on the tree.” Jesus 
is the great sin bearer, and those who accept 
Him are absolved from their burden of sins. 
Our acts of transgression constitute us moral 
criminals against the government of God, and 
bring upon us the condemnation of death. We 
ean escape this only by accepting Christ as our 
substitute and sin bearer, for He died in our 
place. As we thus by faith bring our sins to 
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the cross, we believe that God for Christ’s sake 
freely pardons them all. But pardon does not 
change us. It simply changes our relation to 
the law. 

There is a great difference between sins and 
sin. Many find serious difficulty in their Chris- 
tian life because they do not understand this 
distinction. Beneath all our acts of transgres- 
sion is the principle of sin from which they 
spring. Though all our evil deeds were par- 
doned, we would still go on sinning. Something 
more must be done for us than simply to pardon 
our sins. 

A man is thrown into prison for murder. 
Through the clemency of the governor he is 
pardoned and released. But no sooner is he 
free than he commits another murder. This is 
repeated again and again. Intelligent people 
would say that such a course is utterly unreason- 
able. It would not be just nor right to pardon 
a man unless some change could be wrought in 
him which would take from him the disposition 
to take another life. 

Thus it is in God’s dealing with sinful men. 
He is willing to pardon the transgressor, but 
this would avail nothing unless a change is 
wrought in the man’s nature. He must remove 
from the man that which caused him to sin. 
This brings us to another aspect of sin as set 
forth in the Scriptures. 
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“Wash you, make you clean; put away the 
evil of your doings from before Mine eyes; 
cease to do evil; learn to do well; seek judgment, 
relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead 
for the widow. Come now, and let us reason 
together, saith the Lord: though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall be 
as wool.” Isa. 1: 16-18. 

The pardon of our sins changes our relation 
to the law. It removes the condemnation, but 
it does not change our nature. We are power- 
less to refrain from repeating the offense. There 
is an additional work that must be done. Our 
hearts are unclean. The very fountain of our 
nature is impure and unholy. Sin has wrought 
more in us than merely making us guilty in 
the sight of the law. It has wrought moral de- 
generacy. It has introduced a moral poison into 
our human nature. And so the inspired prophet 
eries, ““O Jerusalem, wash thine heart from 
wickedness, that thou mayest be saved. How 
long shall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee’? 

What a conflict we passed through when there 
came to us a revelation of the purity and holi- 
ness of God, and the noble and exalted character 
of our Saviour, and with it an awful conviction 
of our own condition! What a struggle with 
that constant stream of thought,— frivolous, 
selfish, impure,—ever welling up as from a 
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fountain, bringing perpetual shame and con- 
demnation! What hours there have been, when 
in the presence of divine purity we have hated 
and despised ourselves, and wept in anguish 
because of our helplessness against that deadly 
stream of thought! 

Thank God, He has made provision for every 
form and aspect of sin. “Though we walk in 
the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (for the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God to the pulling down of 
strongholds;) casting down imaginations, and 
every high thing that exalteth itself against the 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ.” 

The Saviour said, “From within, out of 
the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adul- 
teries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetous- 
ness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil 
eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness.” 

These all come from the heart, but the promise 
of deliverance and victory covers them all. The 
heart can be cleansed, the fountain purified. 
The saints of old recognized the necessity for 
this cleansing, and for it they fervently prayed: 
“Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin.” “Purge me with 
hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I 
shall be whiter than snow.” “Create in me a 
clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit 
within me.” 
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Well may we men pray for purity of heart. 
We all have mothers, or sisters, or wives, or 
daughters, whom we love. We like to think 
that their hearts and minds are pure and clean 
and white. But why should we expect or de- 
sire their hearts to be purer than our own? 
Why should not we men have our hearts cleansed 
and made as pure and clean as we think theirs 
should be? God says, “ Though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.” He 
means us to understand that nothing, not even 
the heart of an angel, could be whiter than He 
will make our hearts if we will let Him. This 
is exactly what Jesus Christ will do for the 
vilest sinner who truly accepts Him as He is 
presented in the gospel. Paul gives us an illus- 
tration of this mighty miracle: 

Paul had a disappointing experience in 
Athens, and when he reached Corinth, there was 
a great passion burning in his heart to see men 
and women saved. Later he wrote them that 
he came to them with a great determination not 
to know anything among them save Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified. He had a great crowd gath- 
ered before him. Among them were men and 
women who were idolaters, others were thieves, 
some were adulterers, others were murderers, 
and others were guilty of the foulest and most 
degrading vices. But as He preached Christ 
crucified, a mighty power took hold of those poor 
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heathen people. They repented of their sins, 
and were pardoned; but God did not stop there, 
as Paul so earnestly testified in writing them 
later : 

“ Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 

. nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the 
kingdom of God. And such were some of you: 
but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye 
are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
by the Spirit of our God.” 

The apostle John mentions this twofold work 
of dealing with our sins. “If we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
_ Christ’s death on the cross, bearing our iniq- 
uities, our acts of transgression, enables Him to 
take all the guilt and condemnation from us 
when we come to Him in faith. Then we must 
come for the further work by which His blood 
washes our poor sin-polluted hearts, taking from 
us all that is impure and unholy, all the pride, 
selfishness, foolishness, love of the world, and 
desire to sin, leaving them pure and clean and 
fit for His indwelling. 

Even after our sins are all forgiven and our 
hearts cleansed at the springs of thought and 
character, there is much God needs to do for us. 
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As we study His word and seek to do His will, 
we shall be conscious of spiritual infirmity and 
disability which we shall long to have removed, 
and we shall pray as did David, “Lord, be 
merciful unto me: heal my soul; for I have 
sinned against Thee.” Sin produces disease and 
deformity of the spiritual being. The Saviour 
said, “ They that are whole have no need of the 
physician, but they that are sick: I came not to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 
He recognized that men and women in slavery 
to sin were suffering the ravages of a fearful 
disease, a malady of the soul which assumes 
myriad forms. He looked upon sinners with 
sorrow and compassion, and longed to heal their 
souls. 

There are many forms of physical disease and 
there seem to be corresponding spiritual mal- 
adies. With’ what pity do we look upon the 
physically blind! It is comforting to know that 
the Saviour looks upon the spiritually blind 
with equal compassion and sympathy. There 
are human beings who are physically deaf, 
others who are dumb, others are afflicted with 
leprosy, cancer, tumor, and a hundred acute 
and chronic diseases. Only a brief considera- 
tion will bring to mind the counterpart of each 
disease and deformity in the spiritual being. 

How appropriate that I should pray “ Lord, 
be merciful unto me: heal my soul; for I have 
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sinned against Thee”! That sin which I took 
into my soul has had the effect of paralyzing it, 
of blinding it, of deafening it, of maiming it, 
so that it is deformed and defective and sick. 

One can easily discover that Christ’s miracles 
of healing and restoring the diseased bodies of 
men and women were performed primarily with 
the purpose of inspiring faith within them to 
seek healing of soul from the great Physician. 
Jesus yearned over the people who were sick 
with so many forms of the sin disease, and He 
wanted them to realize that He could heal 
them all. 

A man was sick with the palsy and was brought 
to Jesus on a bed. “Jesus seeing their faith 
said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, be of good 
cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.” The state- 
ment was startling and unexpected. He had 
healed many of physical ailments, but He said 
to this man, “I heal your soul’s diseases.” The 
Pharisees, looking on, said among themselves, 
“This man blasphemeth;” for while they could 
not deny that He healed men physically, they 
refused to believe that He could heal their souls. 
But Jesus taught that the very miracles of 
physical healing were evidence of His divine 
power, when He said, “ That ye may know that 
the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive 
sins, (then saith He to the sick of the palsy,) 
Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.” 
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Doubtless there were men and women looking 
on in whose hearts was awakened new faith in 
the power of Jesus to heal their soul’s diseases. 

“This people’s heart is waxed gross, and their 
ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they 
have closed; lest at any time they should see 
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
should understand with their heart, and should 
be converted, and I should heal them.” 

Heart disease, blindness, deafness — how al- 
most universally prevalent they are, even among 
those who profess to be children of God! We 
are reminded of the mournful ery of the prophet: 
“Ts there no balm in Gilead; is there no physi- 
cian there? why then is not the health of the 
daughter of my people recovered ?” 

Jesus is our great physician. His “hand is 
not shortened, that it cannot save; neither His 
ear heavy, that it cannot hear;” but He says 
that our iniquities have separated between us 
and Him, and we have refused to come to Him 
and be healed. Unless we ourselves are whole, 
how can we minister the healing of Christ to 
those who are sick? 

The apostle Paul admonishes us, “ Lift up the 
hands which hang down, and the feeble knees; 
and make straight paths for your feet, lest that 
which is lame be turned out of the way; but 
let it rather be healed.”” How many there are 
all about us whose hands hang down, and whose 
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knees are feeble, who are weak and wavering 
and unstable, and we do not know when they 
are going to slip and go down and be lost for- 
ever. It is our exalted privilege to become chan- 
nels for the healing power of Christ. There is 
a very solemn responsibility resting upon every 
Christian to make straight paths for his own 
feet, that those who are lame and halt and sick 
may not be turned farther away from God 
through his inconsistencies, but rather may be 
healed. 

Some one may read these lines who has sin- 
cerely repented of his sins, and having confessed 
them and turned them over to Christ, believes 
they are all pardoned. That is a glorious start, 
and I bid him rejoice in Christ as His sin 
bearer. But he may yet be distressed and per- 
plexed by the consciousness that there is much 
evil within which brings him down again and 
again in humiliation and defeat. The spring 
has not been cleansed by the application of the 
blood of Christ. I bid him in the name of Jesus 
to take the next step now. Ask for the cleansing, 
and claim it by faith in His name. He will not 
fail you in this, even as He has not in the 
pardon. The cleansing is as truly yours through 
the atoning sacrifice of the cross as is the pardon. 

But he may have claimed both the pardon and 
the cleansing and be rejoicing in the conscious- 
ness of a great deliverance, and yet be aware of 
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a spiritual weakness or deformity or defect that 
makes his Christian life weak and ineffective and 
disappointing. Why not claim the spiritual 
healing also? Surely it belongs with the pardon 
and cleansing. It is yours as truly as the others, 
but it must be claimed and appropriated by 
faith. 

God has made provision for complete deliver- 
ance from the guilt of sin, from the defilement 
of sin, from the disease and sickness of sin, and 
from the power and dominion of sin. Only 
when this full salvation is experienced can one 
rejoice in the liberty of Christ. ‘Men are 
weighed in the balance and found wanting when 
they are living in the practice of any known 
sin.” —“ Testimonies to Ministers,” p. 440. 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever 
committeth sin is the servant of sin. . . . If the 
Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be 
free indeed.” How can any man who is honestly 
obliged to admit that he is not free, bear witness 
to a real Saviour? The testimony of the angel 
of the Lord to Joseph was, “ Thou shalt call His 
name Jesus: for He shall save His people from 
their sins.” What right have we to testify that 
we are His children while still acknowledging 
that we are slaves to sin? Is not such a witness 
really against Him rather than for Him? On 
the other hand, what a power there is in the 
testimony of a man who can truly say, “I praise 
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God that He saves and keeps me moment by 
moment as I go about in fellowship and com- 
munion with Him! Each day I rejoice in Him, 
for He delivers me from sins that a few months 
ago held me in abject slavery.” 

Many are struggling against the evil tend- 
encies of their nature, or the hereditary law of 
sin in humanity. Paul said, “I find then a law, 
that, when I would do good, evil is present with 
me. For I delight in the law of God after the 
inward man: but I see another law in my mem- 
bers, warring against the law of my mind, and 
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin 
which is in my members.” There is but one 
way of deliverance from the powerful tendencies 
of this hereditary law. 

“Christ is the ‘light, which lghteth every 
man that cometh into the world.’ As through 
Christ every human being has life, so also 
through Him every soul receives some ray of 
divine light. Not only intellectual but spiritual 
power, a perception of right, a desire for good- 
ness, exists in every heart. But against these 
principles there is struggling an antagonistic 
power. The result of the eating of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil is manifest in every 
man’s experience. There is in his nature a bent 
to evil, a force which, unaided, he cannot resist. 
To withstand this force, to attain that ideal 
which in his inmost soul he accepts as alone 
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worthy, he can find help in but one power. That 
power is Christ.” —“ Education,” p. 29. 

On the cross, Christ bore our sins, and made 
provision for their forgiveness. He shed His 
blood, which can wash our impure hearts and 
make them clean from all defilement and im- 
purity. Through His ministry in our behalf 
in heaven to-day the Holy Spirit comes to work 
the miracle of healing and restoration in our 
souls. And by that same Spirit the presence of 
Christ is made real in our hearts, to counteract 
completely the hereditary law of sin, and make 
us free in Him. 


“Rest, weary soul! 
The penalty is borne, the ransom paid, 
For all thy sins full satisfaction made; 
Strive not to do thyself what Christ has done, 
Claim the free gift, and make the joy thine own; 
No more by pangs of guilt and fear distressed, 
Rest, sweetly rest.” 


The Penitent’s Ple 


SaviouR, hear me while before Tl 
I the record of my sins repeat. 

Stained with guilt, myself abhorr 
Filled with grief, my soul outpouri 
Canst Thou still in merey think of 
Stoop to set my shackled spirit fr 
Raise my sinking heart, and bid 1 

Thy child once more? 


Yet why should I fear, hast Thou 
That no seeking soul should be de 
To that heart its sins confessing, 

Canst Thou fail to give @ blessing‘ 
By the love and pity Thou hast sho 
By .the blood that did for me aton 
Boldly will I kneel before Thy thro 

A pleading soul. 


All the rivers of Thy grace I clain 
Over ev’ry promise write my name; 
As I am I come, believing; 
As Thou art Thou dost, receiving, 
Bid me rise a free and pardoned sla 
Master o’er my sin, the world, the 
Charging me to preach Thy power ti 
To sin-bound souls. 


— Herbei 


WHEN the disciples heard and obeyed the 
call of Jesus to follow Him, they honestly meant 
to do so, but as He later on taught them what 
that would imply, they were far from being 
ready to yield immediate obedience. And even 
so those who are Christ’s and have accepted 
Him as the crucified one, little understand what 
that includes. By that act of surrender they 
actually have crucified the flesh, and consented 
to regard it as an accursed thing, nailed to the 
cross of Christ. Alas, how many there are who 
have never for a moment thought of such a 
thingies 

Have we not here the reason why many 
Christians can never attain to close fellowship 
with God? They have never yielded the flesh 
as an accursed thing to the condemnation of the 
cross. They desire to enter into the holiest of 
all, and yet allow the flesh with its desires and 
pleasures to rule over them. God grant that 
we may rightly understand, in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ has called us to hate 
our life, to lose our life, to be dead with Him 
to sin, that we may live to God with Him. 
There is no way to a full abiding fellowship 
with God, but through the rent veil of the flesh, 
through a life with the flesh crucified in Christ 
Jesus. God be praised that the Holy Spirit 
ever dwells in us to keep the flesh in its place 
of crucifixion and condemnation, and to give 
us the abiding victory over all temptations. 
Andrew Murray, in “ The Secret of the Cross.” 
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Crucified With Christ 


“THEN said Jesus unto His disciples, If any 
man will come after Me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow Me. For who- 
soever will save his life shall lose it: and whoso- 
ever will lose his life for My sake shall find it.” 
Matt. 16:24, 25. 

There are four exceedingly important and 
interesting points presented in this statement 
of our Lord: 

1. Christ set up one supreme condition of 
discipleship. 

2. It is a matter of life or death. 

3. It is a matter of each individual’s own 
choice. 

4. It is to deny self, and take up the cross. 

Let us seek to understand what it means to 
take up the cross. Remember these words were 
spoken to the disciples long before the Saviour 
had even hinted to them His coming crucifixion. 
Their ideas of the cross must have been the pre- 
vailing ideas of the people. Doubtless they had 
seen the Roman soldiers lead a condemned crim- 
inal from the prison. Outside the gates he was 
compelled to take up the cross, or at least one 
beam of the cross upon which he was to be cru- 
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cified. The poor, condemned man would have 
to lift it onto his back, and perhaps impelled by 
the sharp spear or sword or lash, carry it along 
the street to the place of execution. He was 
under sentence of death. People looked on and 
said, “ He is going to die.” He was carrying on 
his back the very symbol of death, the evidence 
that he was under sentence of death. He was 
doomed, and there was no escape. 

That is what Jesus was talking about. “If 
any man will come after Me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross, and follow Me.” It 
is not easy for us to get the correct setting of 
this fundamental lesson, because the sacrifice of 
Christ upon the cross has changed our whole 
conception of its significance. To our minds 
to-day the cross represents the most sacred and 
holy and noble sentiments known to us. The 
precious memories and associations connected 
with Calvary inspire in our minds tender 
thoughts and sympathies. But when Jesus spoke 
those words, the mention of the cross awakened 
feelings of aversion and abhorrence. It was 
usually only the vilest and most hopeless and 
incorrigible of criminals who were subjected to 
this shameful death. The one, therefore, who 
died on the cross, was not only covered with 
disgrace and ignominy, but justly so. When 
Jesus went to the cross, it was because God 
“made Him to be sin for us.” He went as the 
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chiefest of all criminals, the representative, all- 
inclusive sinner. The crimes of the two crucified 
with Him were as a drop in the ocean compared 
with the burden of guilt He bore. And the 
penalty was just. As the sinner’s substitute, He 
deserved it all. Thus He “condemned sin in 
the flesh.” It is the same sin that I have in 
my flesh. It never changes, and for it the cross 
is the only remedy. 

When Paul said, ‘“ God forbid that I should 
glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,” he was not thinking of the glorified 
emblem of Christ’s matchless love. He was 
thinking of the cross as an instrument of tor- 
ture, and disgrace, and horror, and death to that 
which deserved to die, and he was glorying in 
that. It is that cross which the Lord says must 
be taken up by every one who would follow Him. 
It is of that cross Paul was speaking when he 
said, “We preach Christ crucified, unto the 
Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks 
foolishness.” 

Mark the words of the Saviour, “ Whosoever 
will save his life [from the death of this cross] 
shall lose it: and whosoever will lose His life 
[through this cross] for My sake shall find it.” 
Strange paradox indeed! The only way for a 
man to save his life is to go to the cross and 
lose it. Refusing the cross, he forfeits eternal 
life. 
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“ Each on his cross, by Thee we hang a while, 
Watching Thy patient smile, 
Till we have learned to say, ’Tis justly done; 
Only in glory, Lord, Thy sinful servant own.” 


Here it is necessary to consider the distinction 
between sin and sins. Sins, acts of disobedience, 
transgressions of the divine law, God is always 
ready to forgive, through the merits of Christ, 
in response to the prayer of penitence and faith. 
But sin God cannot forgive. 

Sin is the nature which leads us to disobey 
God’s law. The nature with which we come into 
the world does not change, as we read in the 
Saviour’s words: “That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit.” The only way to be rid of a 
bad nature is by death. The only way to receive 
a good nature is to be born again. 

“Christ died for our sins.” 1 Cor. 15:3. 

“He died unto sin.” Rom. 6:10. 

He died for our sins, so that He might be 
able to pardon them. He died to sin in our 
human nature, so that we, by sharing in that 
death, might be delivered from our sinful na- 
ture. 

When we come to God and confess all our 
sins and ask forgiveness in the name of Jesus 
Christ, it is freely granted. But after they are 
all pardoned, we return to our sinful habits 
and our acts of disobedience, because we have 
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convicting Spirit, that men might be awakened 
and converted. As He prayed, He was illu- 
mined. 

“It came to pass, that on the next day, when 
they were come down from the hill, much people 
met Him.” He seemed to be surrounded by that 
mysterious heavenly influence which compels 
men to look up from the gross, material things 
of this world, and reach out after God. This 
divine illumination is the outshining of His love. 

Alone in the mountain, Moses prayed for a 
fuller revelation of God. ‘“ I beseech Thee, show 
me Thy glory.” When he came down from the 
mountain, his face was so radiant with that 
inner light that the people feared, for they rec- 
ognized in him the presence of God. And Moses 
prevailed with God in his intercession for the 
people. 

It is not more extensive learning or brilliant 
scholarship or eloquent oratory that is needed 
to-day so much as the divine illumination of the 
soul that results from mountain-top prayer and 
communion with God, looking into the face of 
Jesus until some of the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God is reflected from our own. 


His Steadfast Face 


“Tt came to pass, when the time was come 
that He should be received up, He steadfastly 
set His face to go to Jerusalem.” 
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Jesus experienced the greatest joy day by day 
in His blessed ministry of love. To break the 
bands of sin and relieve those oppressed by the 
devil, to restore sight to blind eyes, hearing 
to deaf ears, and health to all that were suffer- 
ing, was His life. And yet, all through the 
years He had been conscious of the shadow of 
Calvary. He had borne the cross every day of 
His life — your cross and mine. Now the time 
had come for the consummation of the eternal 
plan that He should lay down His life as the 
sinner’s substitute. 

It was a sorrowful way, but there was no 
shrinking on His part. He set His face stead- 
fastly to go to Jerusalem, knowing that it meant 
bitter persecution and reproach, ending in re- 
jection, condemnation, and the ignominy and 
disgrace of the crucifixion. The disciples had 
never before seen that look on His face —so 
stern, resolute, and unwavering that they hesi- 
tated to disturb His meditations. 

It is that steadfast purpose in the face of 
Christ to carry out the divine will even to the 
limit of Gethsemane and Calvary that we are to 
appropriate in hours of darkness and suffering 
for His sake. 

I stood before a thousand Indians who had 
come out of the darkness and superstition of 
virtual heathenism under terrible persecution. 
Many had been robbed of their possessions, 
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others had been beaten and stoned and im- 
prisoned, and had seen friends shot down or 
brutally done to death for their faith in Christ. 
There were eighteen schools clustered about the 
mission, and this was a general meeting of the 
believers. The representatives of one school had 
not yet arrived, and when they came, they pre- 
sented a spectacle that might make angels weep. 
Following their devoted teacher, they marched to 
the front of the congregation and stood in line 
before us. They had been the objects of an 
inhuman attack by a fanatical mob. Men, 
women, and children had been beaten with clubs 
and stones, and were covered with wounds and 
bruises and blood. And then they quietly sang: 
“T must have the Saviour with me, 
For I dare not walk alone; 


I must feel His presence near me, 
And His arm around me thrown. 


“T must have the Saviour with me, 
In the onward march of life, 
In the tempest and the sunshinc, 
Through the battle and the strife. 


“Then my soul shall fear no ill, 
Let Him lead me where He will, 
I will go without a murmur, 
And His footsteps follow still.” 


These poor Indians were just emerging from 
generations of cruel oppression, and the densest 
spiritual and intellectual ignorance and dark- 
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ness; yet who can say that the Spirit of God 
had not given these simple children of the Andes 
a glimpse of the steadfast face of Jesus? One 
who knows them cannot doubt that they have 
caught some rays of the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God revealed in the face of 
Jesus Christ. 


His Earth-stained Face 


What a startling and amazing word to use 
in our contemplation of the face of Jesus! Let 
us think of it reverently, not forgetting that 
the ground whereon we are treading is holy. 

“Then cometh Jesus with them into a place 
called Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, 
Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder. And 
He took with Him Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very 
heavy. Then saith He unto them, My soul is 
exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye 
here, and watch with Me. And He went a 
little farther, and fell on His face, and prayed, 
saying, O My Father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from Me: nevertheless not as I will, 
but as Thou wilt.” 

It was here that the final struggle began which 
ended only with the triumphant ery from the 
cross, “It is finished,” when the eternal victory 
was won. He was lying prostrate with His face 
pressing the ground which His own word had 
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spoken into existence. The mighty waves of 
darkness were rolling over Him, but He trod 
“the wine press alone; and of the people there 
was none with” Him. 
“?Tis midnight; and on Olive’s brow 
The star is dimmed that lately shone: 
*Tis midnight; in the garden, now, 
The suffering Saviour prays alone.” 

Well may we pray for discernment, for here 
indeed is the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God shining in the face of Jesus. 

It is the light of that love which “ hopeth all 
things, endureth all things,” that sinners may 
be reconciled to God. 

- As His disciples, we may expect scorn and 
hatred and persecution from the world, and we 
may go to our Gethsemane in our conflict against 
self and the powers of darkness; but there is 
* light and comfort and eternal hope reflected 
from the dusty face of Christ. 


“That garden, where of old our guilt began, 
Wrought death and pain; 
But this, where Jesus prays by night for man, 
Brings life and joy again.” 
The Bruised Face 
“The men that held Jesus mocked Him, and 
smote Him. And when they had blindfolded 
Him, they struck Him on the face.” 
How can one contemplate this scene without 
a sense of inexpressible shame that any member 
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of the human family could thus treat its greatest 
Benefactor? Even had Jesus been a vile and 
depraved criminal, no good end would have been 
attained by such inhuman abuse. It is no won- 
der that they covered His face before they 
struck Him. The wonder is that the unsullied 
purity and majestic nobility of His face did not 
smite them with an awful conviction. 

What a startling revelation this is of the 
deadly, malignant nature of sin, and its power 
to envelop the soul in spiritual and moral mid- 
night! The light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God was shining from that face, and they 
drew back the fist and struck it. Oh, appalling 
darkness and depravity that results from reject- 
ing light! It was to save us from that darkness 
and cruelty that He was suffering. “He was 
wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace 
was upon Him; and with His stripes we are 
healed.” — 

How can we look upon that holy face, so 
marred and bruised for our sins, without ex- 
periencing a fierce indignation against sin, and 
forming a great resolution to wage unceasing 
warfare against it by the grace of God, both 
in our lives and in the world? 

And how the cruel marks of Gethsemane and 
Calvary should endear the Saviour to us! The 
story is told of a little girl who one day noticed 
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that her mother’s hands were not smooth and 
beautiful like the hands of her little friend’s 
mother, but were rough and ugly. She asked, 
“Mother, why are your hands so dark and 
rough?” The mother replied, “‘ When you were 
a little babe learning to walk, you fell into the 
open fireplace, and in an instant your clothes 
were all on fire. Mother ran and caught you up, 
and put the fire out with her hands. Since then 
her hands have been black and ugly and scarred, 
as you see them.” The little one looked at the 
marred hands a moment, and said, “ Mother, 
I think yours are the most beautiful hands I 
ever saw.” 


“ Marred more than any man’s, yet there’s no place 
In the wide universe but gains new grace, 
Richer and fuller, from that marred face! 


“Q Saviour Christ, those precious wounds of Thine 
Make doubly precious these poor wounds of mine; 
Teach me to die, with Thee, the death divine. 


“ Heaven beckons me, I press me toward the mark 
Of my high calling — Hark, He calls, O hark! 
That wounded Face moves toward me through the 


” 
tga —C. A. Foz. 


Some day those who “ with His stripes” have 
been healed, will have the privilege of telling 
Him how beautiful are the wounds in His hands 
and feet and side. One of the ancient prophets 
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looked forward to that day. Jesus was not then 
“ despised and rejected of men,” but “ His glory 
covered the heavens, and the earth was full of 
His praise. And His brightness was as the light; 
and He had bright beams out of His side: and 
there was the hiding of His power.” Instead 
of the blood flowing from His pierced side, the 
sear will radiate streams of light. ‘‘ The tokens 
of His humiliation -are His highest honor; 
through the eternal ages the wounds of Calvary 
will show forth His praise, and declare His 
power.” 


The Dead Face 


“ Another Scripture saith, They shall look on 
Him whom they pierced.” 

It is a solemn and sorrowful thing to look on 
the face of our dead. No language can express 
our pain, though we have done all in our power 
for the departed one. A story is told of a little 
girl who in an accident was thrown into the 
river. Instantly her little brother, only eight 
years old, plunged into the water to rescue her. 
He struggled heroically, but in vain, and was 
barely saved himself. As he stood beside the 
little casket, he put his hands on her cheeks and 
with the tears streaming down his face he said, 
“O sister, I would have saved you if I could! 
You know I would have saved you if I could!” 
How a mother mourns over the little child who 
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has done nothing for her, but for whom she has 
done everything! 

But there is One hanging lifeless on the: cross, 
who has done everything for us, and for whom 
we have done nothing. What inexpressible grief 
should melt our hearts in contemplation of such 
an unfeeling crime as ours! Surely we should 
“mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only 
son.” And we may well take our place by the 
side of the Roman centurion, who stood beneath 
the cross, and looking up into that face, so calm 
and peaceful and loving even in death, say with 
him, “ Truly this was the Son of God.” 

Mr. Moody once said that when Jesus ascended 
up on high, all He left of Himself in this world 
was the pool of blood at the foot of the cross. 
For four thousand years the children of men 
had looked forward to the hour when the Lamb 
of God should shed His blood for the remission 
of sins. Now that shed blood is accessible to 
every sinner in the world—pbut only at the 
foot of the cross. 


“There is a fountain filled with blood, 
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins; 
And sinners plunged beneath that flood 
Lose all their guilty stains. 


“The dying thief rejoiced to see 
That fountain in his day; 
And there may I, though vile as he, 
Wash all my sins away.” 
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The Face of the King 


Next to Christ’s death on the cross, the great 
theme of the Bible is His second coming in glory. 
His promise is, “I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto Myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also.” It is this 
promise of His coming that gives emphasis to 
all the warnings and exhortations and promises 
of the Bible. In the last chapter of the Holy 
Seriptures is the solemn, threefold announce- 
ment: 

“Behold I come quickly: blessed is he that 
keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this 
book.” 

“ Behold, I come quickly; and My reward is 
with Me, to give every man according as his 
work shall be.” 

“ He which testifieth these things saith, Surely 
I come quickly.” 

The grandeur of that event no human pen 
ean describe. He will come in all His glory, 
and in the glory of the Father and of all the 
holy angels. ‘“ Every eye shall see Him, and 
they also which pierced Him: and all kindreds 
of the earth shall wail because of Him.” 

What shall we do when we look up and see 
Him coming, before whose face the heavens shall 
flee away? 
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“The heaven departed as a scroll when it is 
rolled together; and every mountain and island 
were moved out of their places. And the kings 
of the earth, and the great men, and the rich 
men, and the chief captains, and the mighty 
men, and every bondman, and every free man, 
hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of 
the mountains; and said to the mountains and 
rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of 
Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb.” 

How dreadful that I should ery for a moun- 
tain to roll upon me and hide me from that 
face which was marred and bruised and spit 
upon and crowned with thorns that I might 
be eternally saved! How incomprehensible is 
the infatuation of sin, how fatal its mysterious 
madness! 

But not all the children of men will seek to 
hide from His face in that great day. 

“He will swallow up death in victory; and 
the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all 
faces; and the rebuke of His people shall He 
take away from off all the earth: for the Lord 
hath spoken it. And it shall be said in that 
day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for 
Him, and He will save us: this is the Lord; we 
have waited for Him, we will be glad and rejoice 
in His salvation.” 

They have been waiting for Him. They have 
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gazed often and long into His blessed face with 
the eye of faith. As they have set forth in His 
footsteps to carry the gospel to perishing men, 
they have looked into His illumined face. They 
have learned the secret of prayer and com- 
munion until the “light of His heavenly love” 
shines in their faces, and they have become 
channels for that mysterious power that attracts 
sinners to the cross. 

When called to face self-denial and sacrifice, 
they have looked into His steadfast face, and 
heaven approached as the things of the world 
receded. 

When required to earry the heavy burden of 
suffering and shame for others, they have looked 
upon the dusty face, and remembered that Jesus 
trod the way before them, and they gladly fol- 
low Him. 

When hated, and persecuted, and cast out 
for His sake, they have looked upon the bruised 
face, and gathered strengih to endure, and 
learned to rejoice that they were counted worthy 
to suffer with Him. 

When tempted by the allurements of sin and 
the pleasures of the world, they have looked at 
His face in death, and realized anew that “ the 
sting of death is sin,” and have seen, even in 
that still face, the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God, pointing them to a better world, 
even a heavenly. 
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And when the time seems long, and the way 
seems steep and lonely, they have looked up at 
the victorious face of the coming King, and have 
been cheered on with the hope of eternal re- 
ward. 

Friend, are you acquainted with Jesus? Have 
you seen Him uplifted on the cross for your 
redemption? Is He real to you? Do you know 
with what infinite patience and love His face 
is turned toward you, seeking to win you from 
death to life? He is coming soon — very soon. 
There will be a glorious new earth, with sin 
forever banished, and no sickness, sorrow, or 
death. All His true children who have obeyed 
Him: and made His service first in this world, 
will be there. 


“AND THEY SHALL SEE HIS FACE.” 


“Face to face! O, blissful moment! 
Face to face —to see and know; 
Face to face with my Redeemer, 
Jesus Christ, who loves me so.” 
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’Tis finished all! The fearful debt is paid! 
Now guilty man once more can lift his eyes, 

And hope for mercy through the priceless blood 
Of Jesus Christ, the spotless Sacrifice. 


Tis finished all! and at the wondrous words 

Bright angels touch their golden harps, and raise 
One grand, triumphant strain of victory; 

Thus tongues immortal shout in joyous praise. 


O boundless merey! depth of wondrous love! 
Fit theme for sages wise, or poet’s song: 

They lead the guiltless Son of God to die, 
To suffer shame, and cruelty, and wrong. 


O sinful man! how canst thou e’er repay 
That love so deep, so infinite, so free? 
Yield up to Him thy life, thy love, thine all, 
In grateful homage bow thy stubborn knee. 


Go prove thy gratitude by deeds of love; 
Go wash thy spirit from its sinful stain; 
Forsake thy pride, thy folly, that for thee 
The blood of Jesus be not shed in vain. 


— Mrs. L. D. A. Stuttle. 
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t is said that under the ministry of the 

early disciples five million souls were 

gathered into the church in one short 

generation. What mysterious secret did 
a those men possess which swept away all 

barriers of religious prejudice on one 
hand, and pagan darkness and superstition on 
the other? Unquestionably it was the vivid 
sense of the reality of the cross. 

Today many who call themselves Christians 
are repudiating those truths which are based ~ 
upon the substitutionary work of Christ. To 
others is coming a new and more vivid reve- 
lation of the reality of the cross as the only 
hope of a lost world. This revelation is the 
result of a more thoughtful, prayerful study 
of the Scriptures, and more earnest contem- 
plation of the scenes of Gethsemane and 
Calvary. 

His Cross and Mine — another classic 
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